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The third profile in the Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner ACTOR PROFILE series features

www.actorsinequity.com founder, BRIAN “SCOOP” DIEHL. This series (in interview form) is in

process to “get to know” some of our own northeastern Ohio talent. Profiles will feature equity and

non-equity actors, stage and screen actors, as well as young, old and in-between actors. These are

your peers and your neighbors - please enjoy!

Full Name: Brian "Scoop" Diehl

Age: 45 

Years acting: 40 

Year in school/ School name (if a student): 39th Grade 

Day Job: Owner of Thinknik: Creative marketing & design (http://thinknik.com/). I create logos, do

branding, positioning, web sites, PR and graphics for growing companies... I also create show

posters and printed props for area theatres. 

Resident city: Hudson, OH

Kate Miller: Brian, what's the scoop behind the nickname "Scoop"? 

Brian “Scoop” Diehl: When I was in Grad school in Kent (studying radio production), I had 3

roommates: Brian, Brian and Mike... it got a little confusing. At the time, two of us were working at

WKSU as producers and there were two nicknames floating about the studio- "Scoop" and "Bubba." I

won the nickname battle!

KM: What is your educational background in theater? 
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BD: I trained Improv with Jeffrey Lyn Hall, Marc Moritz & Mitchell Fields.

KM: What’s your favorite role that you’ve ever played? 

BD: I've done two of the "Tuna" shows (2-man shows where each actor plays 11 roles). Those are a

great challenge.

KM: So what is your dream role and why? 

BD: I'd love to do a one-man show... I've been approached with a script, so we'll have to see what

develops!

KM: Do you sing? 

BD: I think so... however, in a matter of weeks, the Beacon Journal gave me a rave review with "Don't

Hug Me" at Actors' Summit, and the Valley Times said I was "no singer" [when I appeared] as Jerry in

"The Full Monty" at Chagrin. Of course that reviewer is no writer - so, we're even!

KM: Do you dance? What’s your training? 

BD: Yes - Trained under Jean Reisch in Alliance, Ohio as a child.

KM: Have you done TV or movies? If so, how does acting for the screen differ from the stage? 

BD: I have acted on innumerable industrial video shoots. Acting for the camera differs primarily in the

subtlety of body movements, facial expressions and vocalizations. The slightest move of an eyebrow

on camera can jump off the screen. Video and film is also different from the stage in that - when a

camera is involved - you spend a lot of time waiting... mostly for the lighting crew.

KM: When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

BD: Taller. I never got there.

KM: You said you wanted to be taller - how tall did you eventually get? :) 

BD: I'm 5' 7.25"

KM: Why did you start acting? 

BD: My kindergarten class performed The Princess Who Wouldn't Laugh and the whole class was

enlisted. I was lucky enough to get to present the script's punch line. Once I had an audience

laughing, I was hooked!

KM: Any other actors in your family? 

BD: My mother and father occasionally take the stage. Mom was a dancer and dad is still a ham... a

terrible actor, but a ham nonetheless.

KM: Any particular venues where you work primarily?

BD: I keep finding myself at Aurora and Chagrin... but, I'm a gypsy and will work just about anywhere.

KM: Why do you love acting?
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BD: It plays to my insecurities - I get laughs, attention and instant feedback. Not to mention, I love the

challenge of developing a new character, exploring the myriad emotions that can be expressed and

being on my toes.

KM: What are your hobbies?  

BD: I founded www.actorsinequity.org, a growing resource for actors.

KM: Tell me about why you started www.actorsinequity.org and what your goals you have for the

group? Why should people check it out? 

BD: (from the website) - Actors' Inequity was formed to provide non-paid and non-union performers* a

way to say, "I'm inequity." Beyond the ever-swelling pride A.I. members feel in their guts, our

organization provides an always growing list of resources to help you hone your craft and, possibly,

eventually, one day, carry a more equitable (and vastly more expensive) organization's card around in

your wallet.

KM: What’s the hardest part about acting? 

BD: Dance belts.

KM: Who are your favorite actors and actresses? 

BD: Locally? John Q. Bruce is brilliant. He came to Cleveland in the '70s to be part of the Great Lakes

Shakespeare Festival and even had Tom Hanks as an understudy. He's wonderful to work with. On

the big screen? Paul Giamatti and Stephen Root continually impress me with their range of characters.

KM: What do you do to get through a rough tech week? 

BD: I try to get to bed early and study the hell out of my part every waking moment. A sense of humor

doesn't hurt, either.

KM: How do you prep for an audition? 

BD: If I have time, I read the script and get to know the character I want [to audition for]. Most

importantly, I do everything I can to relax. I figure by the time I'm on stage in front of the director, all I

can do is have fun - lots of fun... so I let loose.

KM: How do you reward yourself for getting a role you wanted? 

BD: I try to get off book as early as possible. It isn't an instant reward, but It makes the production so

much more fun in the long run!

KM: Do you have any pets? 

BD: I used to have a 3-legged, chocolate lab, Grace. But she's in doggie heaven now.

KM: Why do YOU think Cleveland rocks? 

BD: The people who have stuck around are (mostly) committed to the region. The area is trying hard -

which opens up all kinds of opportunities for growth, no matter who you are.

You can check out more about Actors’ Inequity at www.actorsinequity.org. 
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Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related story or event that would be of interest to our

readers? If so, contact KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch!

Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner
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