
AXS ENTERTAINMENT / ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT / PERFORMING ARTS

Actor Profile Series - CAITLIN LEWINS
January 3, 2011

5:13 PM MST

The 32nd profile in the Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner ACTOR PROFILE series features CAITLIN

LEWINS. This series (in interview form) is in process to “get to know” some of our own northeastern

Ohio talent. Profiles will feature equity and non-equity actors, stage and screen actors, as well as

young, old and in-between actors. These are your peers and your neighbors - please enjoy!

Full Name: Caitlin Lewins 

Age: 23 

Years acting: 10 

“Day Job”: Education Intern and Ticket Service Agent with the Cleveland Play House 

Resident city: currently Lakewood, but went to school in Rocky River, Ohio 

Training: Baldwin-Wallace College, Magna Cum Laude, Double Major in Theater and Philosophy,

Minor in Music

Caitlin Lewins
provided by Caitlin Lewins
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Kate Miller: Caitlin, I see that you were a double major in college. What made you decide to major in

both theater and philosophy? 

Caitlin Lewins: I knew when I started college that I wanted to do theater. My advisor, who happens to

have a PhD in Philosophy, recommended a class to me because he thought I'd enjoy it. I was hooked

after one class. It's made me a better analyzer, critical thinker, writer, and arguer. I believe that's a

good thing.

KM: I also see that you’re with the Cleveland Play House. What do you do as an Education Intern with

CPH? 

CL: I've been lucky enough to teach classes based on The Kite Runner and Macbeth. I do a lot of

generic intern office work, but being able to observe a working theater company has been extremely

informative and inspiring.

KM: As an actress, what’s your favorite role that you’ve ever played? 

CL: Third Witch in Macbeth with Daniel Hahn. It was the first time I was not extremely overwhelmed by

Shakespeare. The way it was explained to me and the ways in which the cast was able to discover

the piece opened the “I love Shakespeare” door for me forever.

KM: What is your dream role? 

CL: Nina from The Seagull or Lil Bit from How I Learned to Drive. These two pieces are extremely

compelling to me and I think I would be challenged greatly if I ever got the opportunity to be in them!

KM: Do you sing? 

CL: Yes! I’m a mezzo soprano and I’ve taken voice for 10 years. I started with Lynnette Guttmann and

took with Joanne Uniatowski in college. I’m currently a singer in a band (Barren Thieves).

KM: What kind of music do you sing with Barren Thieves? 

CL: Rock! Modern Rock... influences include the Black Keys, Mars Volta, Cold War Kids, Coheed and

Cambria, etc...

KM: Do you dance? 

CL: I move well. I took dance in my youth and can do/choreograph basic music theater dances. I am,

by no means, a ballerina.

KM: When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

CL: I wanted to be an astronaut. I still do. My eyesight is horrible.

KM: Do you have any other actors in your family? 

CL: My uncle plays cops and extras in television/movies in L.A. My siblings have made appearances

in productions around Cleveland.

KM: And why did you start acting? 

CL: Great Lakes Theater Festival came to my middle school and I fell in love with The Glass
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Menagerie. A friend of mine auditioned for Children of Eden at Rocky River Community Theater with

Kevin Joseph Kelly and she convinced me it would be a great idea to sing nervously in front of

people I don’t know. I basically couldn’t stop after that.

KM: Any particular venues where you work primarily? 

CL: The last 4 years I’ve been primarily working at college. I hope to branch out! I’m currently working

on a production at Dobama.

KM: Tell me about your production at Dobama. 

CL: The New Century. We run until January 9th, 2011. It's directed by Scott Plate and we have a

great cast of awesome actors. My character is Joann Milderry, a young and innocent new mother

who’s looking for some adventure for her and her son!

KM: Why do you love acting? 

CL: For the same reason I love people. It’s fascinating. It constantly makes me think about different

emotions, ideas, cultures, people, events, history… anything anyone can imagine, really.

KM: Hobbies? 

CL: Well aside from theater and music, I like arts and crafts and spending time with my family/friends.

I’m interested in directing and scenic design, as well as acting. Most of my time is spent working on

work (which actually isn’t work because I love it).

KM: Who are your favorite actors and actresses? 

CL: Anyone I’ve ever worked with. One of my favorite things about theater is watching other

performers develop a character. Everyone does it differently, with varying levels of success.

KM: I usually get a list of movie stars for that questions and I have to say that is a way-cool answer! So

now, how do you prep for an audition? 

CL: It’s all I think about. For days before the audition, I just hear my monologues and/or songs in my

head. I make sure I’m prepared days before, or I’ll be a wreck.

KM: And how do you reward yourself for getting a role you wanted? 

CL: I treat myself to dinner… or something I shouldn’t be able to afford. It’s just so exciting.

KM: What do you do to get through a rough tech week? 

CL: I just think about how awesome it will be to sleep in the future. Who needs sleep now if you know

you’ll get it eventually.

KM: So for you, what’s the hardest part about acting? 

CL: Being able to acquire the opportunity or privilege to do so. But seriously, it’s hard to do so. I think

making a character a real person in my head (if that makes any sense) is extremely difficult.

KM: And here we are in the random territory - do you have any pets? 

CL: There are two cats, two dogs, six kids, and one grandpa roaming around my parents’ house.
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KM: Paper or plastic? 

CL: I hardly ever grocery shop, but I prefer paper. Apparently those reusable $1 “green” bags have

lots of lead in them. That’s just hearsay.

KM: Democrat? Republican? Other? 

CL: I don’t consider myself part of a party. I generally base my decisions on an issue-by-issue basis,

but I’ve found that my decisions align more with what the Democrats would choose.

KM: What’s your favorite spot to eat in Cleveland? 

CL: In Cleveland? My desk. But there’s this AWESOME place in Berea called the Eastland Inn with

great food and great people.

KM: Favorite thing to order at Eastland Inn? 

CL: The Eastland has a variety of awesome dishes. A popular night to go is Monday for cheap but

delicious wings and pitchers. The owner went to culinary school and the menu is diverse. I love the

nachos (which are made with pita chips, different cheeses, spinach dip, scallions, olives.) They have

good seafood specials, and on Thanksgiving they have a free community Thanksgiving dinner.

KM: OK. Last one - why do YOU think Cleveland rocks? 

CL: Many, MANY reasons. Some include: the people, the food, the theater, the lake, the culture… we

are just are great, great city.

### 

Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related story or event? If so, contact Cleveland

Performing Arts Examiner, KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch.

Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner
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