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The 30th profile in the Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner ACTOR PROFILE series features CINDI

VERBELUN. This series (in interview form) is in process to “get to know” some of our own

northeastern Ohio talent. Profiles will feature equity and non-equity actors, stage and screen actors,

as well as young, old and in-between actors. These are your peers and your neighbors - please

enjoy!

Full Name: Cynthia Fern Verbelun 

Age: 55 

Years acting: Since age 9 

Resident city: South Euclid, Ohio 

Official acting training: I’ve studied, and taken classes, with a number of terrific actor/instructors, most

notably: Michael Rupert, Andrew May, Brian Zoldessy, Tom Fulton, Ken Albers and Will Rhys. And I
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have been lucky to have acquired what I call “extended training” by working with some of the

greatest directors around, including Dorothy and Reuben Silver, Victoria Bussert, Larry Tarrant, Scott

Spence, Fred Sternfeld and Pierre-Jacques Brault.

Kate Miller: So we’ll start like normal - When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew

up? 

Cindi Verbelun: At one time, I wanted to be a scientist (I still have the chemistry set), but I’ve always

wanted to be an actress, singer, and flute player as far back as I can remember. It’s always been

music and theatre for me.

KM: Why did you start acting? 

CV: My Mother opened that Pandora’s box when she signed me up for classes one summer at Cain

Park when I was 9. I was picked to play one of the Uncle Jocko Kiddie Show kids in Gypsy, their Main

Stage production that summer, and when I got on that stage, that was it.

KM: So are there any other actors in your family?

CV: My Dad did some of the shows at the then Temple on the Heights theatre, which did some great

theatre – Milk and Honey, The Most Happy Fella and Anything Goes are the ones that stick out. My

cousin Deb has acted over the years, but other than that it’s just me.

KM: And you sing? 

CV: Oh, yes!

KM: Do you dance? 

CV: I do a little - though it’s not my strong point, and if you ask a certain director he’d say there’s no

point (ha!) I’ve had some training at CWRU, and I did a class at the JCC one summer. I’d say, as many

of us do, I’m an actor who can usually “move well”.

KM: You’re an actor, but do you also work tech or stage management for shows ever?

CV: Yes, I do. I started out in community theatre as Dorothy Silver's prop and/or sound person for 5

years at the JCC before I finally got onstage. It was a great training ground working with her. I have

since worked tech running boards at Dobama, Beck Center, and at Cain Park as an assistant in

props. And I have stage managed numerous shows at Mercury Summer Stock.

KM: Are there any particular local venues where you work primarily? 

CV: Mercury Summer Stock. I have also worked at The Cleveland Play House, Dobama Theatre,

Ensemble Theatre, Cain Park and Beck Center. I would love to work on stage at all of them again.

KM: What prompted you to get involved with Mercury Summer Stock Theater? 

CV: I first auditioned for Mercury Summer Stock in 2000 and the Artistic Director, Pierre-Jacques

Brault, came out in the hall after my audition to tell me that he could not use me that year, but wanted

me to come back to audition the following year. That impressed me, as most directors I've worked
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with don't take that extra step. But the following year, I didn't see their audition notice. However, I

went to support a friend who was going on as Daisy Hilton in the Side Show understudy matinee

performance at The Cleveland Play House, and Pierre happened to be in the show. When we went

backstage to congratulate everyone on a great show, I found Pierre and asked him when Mercury

Summer Stock’s auditions were, and he said he'd already had them. So I asked if he still needed

anybody, and he said: "As a matter of fact, I do." And that's how I got into my first Mercury Summer

Stock show!

KM: Now how do you prep for an audition? 

CV: I read the script, if I can get it (it’s hard with original works), listen to the music, and if I’m doing a

monologue, I work with my vocal coach (Leslie Varnick and/or Brian Zoldessy) if our schedules allow.

KM: In your opinion, what’s the hardest part about acting? 

CV: There are two things. One is dredging up all the angst, if you will, to be believable, or real in your

role. For example, when you’re in a Holocaust show, it can be incredibly draining. We did an original

show at the JCC back in 1984 named Throne of Straw, which was a Holocaust play. It was so draining,

we never went out once the curtain came down, we just went straight home – very rare in theatre!

The second thing is double performance days. They can take a lot out of you, so sleep when you

can!

KM: What’s your favorite role that you’ve ever played? 

CV: There are three lead roles: Maria in West Side Story, Becky in Do Black Patent Leather Shoes

Really Reflect Up?, and Miss Maudie in To Kill A Mockingbird. I also enjoyed playing Amy in Company,

so I guess that’s four.

KM: And what is your dream role? 

CV: Beverly in The Shadow Box is the main one, I have said that I would actually pay someone to let

me do that role, and I did get a callback for it at one audition; Diana in Next To Normal would be

another dream role. And, if I could get into a time machine, Eponine in Les Miserables would be a

third, and baring that, Fantine, if the USA could ever get the adult rights out of Cameron Mackintosh!

KM: Who are your favorite actors and actresses? 

CV: Robert Redford, Morgan Freeman, Jack Nicholson, Helen Mirren, John Malkovich (so, I loved

RED), Hugh Jackman, Mandy Patinkin, Barbra Streisand, Christopher Reeve, Meryl Streep, Glenn

Close, Bill Irwin, Anne Hathaway, Stanley Tucci, Patrick Dempsey, Robin Williams, the late Paul

Newman, the late Patrick Swayze, Alice Ripley - I could go on - and, regionally, Andrew May, Joseph

Fuqua, Robin Pearson Rose, and I will be asked a million times why, if I don’t include Ted Neeley.

KM: What are your thoughts on the business today? 

CV: Ed Asner said recently that this business values youth over experience. If you look at who the

movie headliners are today, for the most part, he is absolutely right, and that is so wrong. I really enjoy

watching an actor who has some life experience. There is so much more to draw from when you have



lived a little! It’s not a sin to show a wrinkle, Hollywood!

KM: Hobbies? 

CV: Theatre, Film, Astrology, Horseback Riding, going to the beach - especially in Ventura, CA.

KM: Here we go into random territory - Do you have any pets? 

CV: I have a cat named Sondheim. He lives with the gentlemen who run Mercury Summer Stock.

KM: Paper or plastic? 

CV: Paper – but both if I can get them!

KM: Democrat? Republican? Other? 

CV: DEMOCRAT! As my bumper sticker says: “Democrats: Change that makes sense!”

KM: What are your tips for surviving a cold Cleveland winter? 

CV: STAY INDOORS! Chicken soup, hot chocolate, a space heater, a warm blanket, and lots of

Eucerine lotion for dry skin! And if you have a fireplace – KEEP IT LIT! (Or get a plane ticket to

somewhere warm until June!)

KM: What are your favorite “winter” things to do in Cleveland? 

CV: Go to a movie or a play – (anytime of year, really), and stay inside by a fireplace, if I can find one. I

used to toboggan and ice skate when I was a kid, but now I rarely will venture out unless I have to. I

hate the cold, snow, et al – winter isn’t my season.

KM: Mine, either! But we DO live in Cleveland! So being as we’re here, what’s your favorite spot to eat

in town? 

CV: When they were still open I loved Kon Tiki and Classics downtown. Now I would say Sweetwater

Café or Stages. All the theatre folks are there. S*T*A*R at Playhouse Square is also nice once in a

while. Why? They’re all great places to gather, with a good atmosphere.

KM: What do you think about the new casino coming to Cleveland? 

CV: I think it's ABOUT TIME! LONG PAST DUE!

KM: How would you clear up winter grid lock on the streets of downtown Cleveland? We had that

nightmare a few weeks back with back-ups lasting hours and hours. 

CV: Funny you ask, because traffic is one of my biggest pet peeves. I have always said that if they

had only set up the lights on the main streets (like Carnegie, Euclid, Chester, et al) to stay green

unless someone comes down a side street and activates the green on their side, we would never

have the traffic jams we have. The other thing that could work would be to put a ban on how many

cars a family can own. Less cars, less traffic. Although I'm sure I'll never live to see that happen!

KM: Finally, why do YOU think Cleveland rocks? 

CV: It has the country’s largest performing arts center outside of New York City (PlayhouseSquare),

and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame! But, for me, it’s a great place for theatre, without usually paying

http://www.playhousesquare.com/
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New York or California prices, and the people here are wonderful!

### 

Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related story or event? If so, contact Cleveland

Performing Arts Examiner, KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch.

Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner
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