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The fourth profile in the Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner ACTOR PROFILE series features local

writer / actress, DEBORAH MAGID. This series (in interview form) is in process to “get to know” some

of our own northeastern Ohio talent. Profiles will feature equity and non-equity actors, stage and

screen actors, as well as young, old and in-between actors. These are your peers and your neighbors

- please enjoy!

Full Name: Deborah Magid 

Age: Old enough to know better; young enough to enjoy my mistakes. 

Years acting: 47 

Year in school/ School name (if a student): School of life 

Day Job: Assistant Director/THE 39 STEPS at Cleveland Play House 

Resident city: Cleveland Heights, OH

Deborah Magid
from website- www.deborahmagid.com (© 2009)
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Kate Miller: Tell me about your “official” acting training. 

Deb Magid: Childhood- Jerry Leonard et all, Cain Park; Professional- Michael Howard, Vivian Nathan,

Claude Underwood, New York.

KM: What’s your favorite role that you’ve ever played? 

DM: Sally Bowles in Cabaret- what a free spirit! What great music!

KM: What is your dream role and why? 

DM: You've got to be more than a little in love with whoever you're playing, and I tend to go whole

hog, so whatever I'm currently working on is my dream role. Right now it's a bit interesting - I'm

playing 14 characters in my DESCENT OF A DIVA, which is going to the Melbourne Fringe Festival in

October. So my love gets shared out among them and lands on whose-ever line I'm speaking!

KM: Tell me more about the Fringe Festival. 

DM: I just ran across this blurb from Melb- “The Melbourne Fringe Festival has been running since

1982 and has showcased at least 50,000 artists across hundreds of venues around Melbourne to

audiences that topped 500,000 in some years! It celebrates the city of Melbourne by promoting

independent arts in the Victoria region. Groundbreaking performances and festival showcases wow

audiences from all over the world, celebrating its artists' bizarre, humorous, brave, talented, mystical

and stunning talents.” Melbourne is a lot like Cleveland, with similar ethnic groups who emigrated at

similar times (plus Asian and African), a similar love of the arts, culture, sport, and diverse cuisines, and

it's ringed with parks. I felt at home there the first time I arrived, though there truly is no place like

Cleveland.

KM: Tell me more about DIVA. 

DM: Speaking from the actor's point of view, this has been one of the most amazing, transformative

journeys I've ever had the privilege to make. It’s also been one of the quickest - DIVA's first draft was

written this past February/March, was read at Cleveland Public Theatre’s Dark Room and the

Dramatists' Guild in New York (March/April), and was worked privately and in the Cleveland Play

House Playwrights' Unit. As page-to-stage goes, this has been whirlwind even for me.

DIVA is written elliptically, which made learning it very tough. The rewrites, as with any new piece,

clarified and eased that process. For that I thank the brilliant Peter Amster, who gave me tools as both

writer and actor to tell the story I am trying to tell. That story is, if I may say, pretty creepy. Another first

- this is a Gothic horror tale, and I am generally cast in and write much more mainstream, even

romantic, works.

KM: You act and write, but do you also sing? 

DM: Every chance I get, in almost every register known to woman.

KM: And do you dance, too? 

DM: I'm like Snoopy with the happy feet. Jazz, tap, C&W.
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KM: Have you done TV or movies? If so, how does acting for the screen differ from the stage? 

DM: Lots of waiting around, smaller gestures (both physical and emotional) but the same commitment

and intensity.

KM: Why did you start acting? 

DM: My eldest sister wanted to be an actor. I wanted to be my eldest sister.

KM: Any particular venues where you work primarily? 

DM: Lately the Cleveland Play House and Cleveland Public Theatre.

KM: Why do you love acting? 

DM: It's the ultimate team sport, it can't be done without generous collaboration.

KM: Other hobbies? 

DM: Acting isn't a hobby - nor are playwrighting, singing, dancing, composing, costuming, directing, or

any other of my theater pursuits! 

KM: My bad!!!!

KM: Who are your favorite actors and actresses? 

DM: The ones who always say "yes."

KM: What do you do to get through a rough tech week? 

DM: Drink a lot of water, drink a lot of coffee, and pee a lot.

KM: How do you prep for an audition? 

DM: Practice, practice, practice. It's initially such a great opportunity to give a mini-performance, and

in the callback to collaborate with the director and other actors.

KM: How do you reward yourself for getting a role you wanted? 

DM: Practice, practice, practice. Getting the role is the beginning of the journey.

KM: What’s the hardest part about acting? 

DM: There's a hard part? OK- actors and directors who say "no" a lot.

KM: Do you have any pets? 

DM: My garden.

KM: You mentioned above that there truly is no place like Cleveland. Why do YOU think Cleveland

rocks? 

DM: Do you have several hours? I've lived in New York, Santa Fe, and Melbourne (in Victoria,

Australia), but chose Cleveland as my home. The weather is great (OK, about four very cold weeks

and a couple of hot-sticky ones out of each 52), there are excellent restaurants, we have one of the

five top symphony orchestras in the WORLD, a world-level art museum, excellent universities, an

educated populace with whom to enjoy all of the above… if you sneeze in your garden and
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something will grow, and we have truly loyal sports fans, reasonable cost-of-living, a friendly small-

town feel (people smile at you on the street! people walk to get places!)

There’s no question about it- Deb loves Cleveland! And she’s taking some of it overseas- Descent of

a Diva by/with Deborah Magid will be presented at the 2010 Melbourne Fringe Festival in October.

Tickets are $17-$22AUD by phone 9660 9666, online at www.melbournefringe.com.au, or

www.thebutterflyclub.com. For more about Deb, visit her personal site at http://deborahmagid.com.

### 

Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related story or event that would be of interest to our

readers? If so, contact KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch!

Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner
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