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The 20th profile in the Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner ACTOR PROFILE series features the

young actress, FAITH-JOLIE LEMASTERS. This series (in interview form) is in process to “get to

know” some of our own northeastern Ohio talent. Profiles will feature equity and non-equity actors,

stage and screen actors, as well as young, old and in-between actors. These are your peers and your

neighbors - please enjoy!

Full Name: Faith-Jolie LeMasters 

Age: 17 

Years acting: I’ve been acting for fun since I was four years old, but I’ve been booking acting jobs on

a professional level for a little over a year now. 

Faith-Jolie LeMasters
Gregory Pendolino
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“Day Job”: I graduated high school, and I’m looking into taking some college courses, but right now

my main focus is acting. I’ll probably end up taking on waitressing at some point. I feel like that’s

something every successful actor does at the beginning of their career. 

Resident city: Doylestown, Ohio

Kate Miller: So you’re seventeen – what kind of training have you had so far? 

Faith-Jolie LeMasters: When I was twelve, I went to Barbizon. I didn’t learn much about the industry,

but it certainly boosted my confidence, which in turn ended up affecting how comfortable I am at

auditions. When I was sixteen, I attended The Academy of Cinema and Television. I learned so much

about the industry. [It gave me] information that I still use today, and it made me grow as an actor. I

also took several improvisation classes with JW Myers. He’s great. As far as I know, he only teaches

kids’ improv, but if possible I definitely recommend taking his classes!

KM: Have you thought about going to college for acting? 

FJL: I have definitely thought about it. It's something I certainly will consider in the future, but I'd like to

be able to get some more work first.

KM: When you were a little kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

FJL: An actress! Acting is all I’ve ever wanted to do. I went through certain phases where I wanted to

become a chef, a lawyer, and a writer, but acting was still my number one passion. When I was four

years old, I started acting out scenes from The Wizard of Oz and episodes of Barney and Friends. I

would act things out for my parents. I think it was my way of entertaining myself because I’m an only

child.

KM: Any other actors in your family? 

FJL: Not my immediate family. There are a few, but it’s very distant. I’m interested in my family’s

heritage and background, so I’ve studied it. I can guarantee you they have no idea who I am, and one

of the actors I’m related to, he’s my 10th cousin or something like that. It’s really, REALLY distant.

KM: Do you sing? 

FJL: Ha - not very well! I do enjoy singing, though. I’d take vocal lessons in a heartbeat if it was

needed for a specific role, but I’m not going to go out and make an album. It’s not my passion. I’d

rather let someone who really loves singing get the record deal. I can’t promise that it’s something I’ll

never do, though. I do write my own lyrics so if I were to take vocal lessons, I might pursue it a bit

further, but I’d never make it my career.

KM: Do you dance? 

FJL: Yes! I teach myself a lot of different dances. I pick up on things from old musicals and I watch

dance competition shows sometimes. However, I did have professional training, too. I took ballet for

seven years.

KM: What is your dream role? 
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FJL: I can’t think of anything specifically, but I’d love to work for Disney. Maybe because I watched the

Disney Channel all the time when I was growing up, and it impacted my love for acting. It’s also

because I’d have the opportunity to do what I love on a daily basis, all of the content is appropriate,

and I’d get to make kids laugh, kids who may be going through tough times. I can’t think of anything

more rewarding than that. I’d also really like to work on a few action flicks and historical pieces.

History is my favorite subject, and I’d love to do some stunt work!

KM: If you were to work for Disney and could play one "face" character, who would you want to play? 

FJL: I'm not really sure. I think I'd like to play a new character. Start from the ground up and create

someone totally new.

KM: Why did you start acting? 

FJL: I can’t really remember. All I know is that one day when I was four, something clicked. I started

acting, fell in love with it, and I haven’t stopped since.

KM: Have you done TV or movies? How does acting for the screen differ from the stage? 

FJL: Yes I have. At this point, film is basically all I’ve worked on. I also worked on a web series and I

did a church play when I was younger, but theatre is really not my area of expertise. I’m far too critical

of myself. I feel like if I mess up, I’ve ruined the whole story. With theatre, there aren’t any second

takes. With TV and film, if you mess up, you can always go back and do it again. One thing that I know

is a big difference, though, is the audience’s reaction. With film and TV, you have no idea what

anyone thinks of the production until you’re done filming and it’s been released. With theatre, the

audience’s reaction is immediate.

KM: What’s your favorite role you’ve ever played? 

FJL: Becca in Silent Offering. It was certainly a smaller role, but she had a big impact on the storyline.

She was a fun character to play because she was oblivious to everything around her. She was a

younger girl in high school, and very naïve about a lot of things; just focusing on herself and having

fun. As you grow up, you lose the ability to do that. It was a nice break from reality.

KM: Who are your favorite actors and actresses? 

FJL: My favorite actors are Shia LaBeouf and Johnny Depp. Shia LaBeouf is simply brilliant. I may be a

bit biased since he’s my celebrity crush, but he’s a fantastic actor. I’ve basically been in love with him

since he played the outcast, mischievous kid on Even Stevens. Johnny Depp is the best actor, point

blank. He can handle any role thrown at him, and I feel like he portrays characters in a way that most

actors wouldn’t think to. My favorite actresses are Julie Andrews and Kristen Stewart. Julie Andrews is

such a classy lady and not to mention immensely talented at everything she does. If I had the chance

to work with any person, it would be her. Growing up, The Sound of Music and Mary Poppins were

constantly playing at my house. It’s safe to say she’s definitely influenced my career. Kristen Stewart is

just a rebel. She takes on edgy roles that most people wouldn’t and she doesn’t care what people

think about her. I want to be someone who doesn’t care what others think of me, but it’s a difficult

thing to do. I really admire her for that.



KM: Why do you love acting? 

FJL: I love acting because it’s fun! It’s just genuinely something that I love. I am so thankful to God that

He placed these dreams and desires in my heart. Most people live their whole lives without finding

something they truly enjoy doing. I feel immensely blessed because God has placed opportunities in

my life to pursue my dream. I am so thankful. At times, it all just seems surreal.

KM: How do you prep for an audition? 

FJL: I usually just memorize whatever needs to be memorized. If I plan out what I’m going to do and

when I’m going to do certain things, the entire performance looks robotic. Even when I’m playing a

specific character in a film, I rehearse as needed but when it comes to the final product, what you’re

seeing on screen is more than likely just me letting the character’s actions flow naturally as I’m in the

moment. I don’t really prepare anything. I probably should, but I just can’t.

KM: How do you reward yourself for getting a role you wanted? 

FJL: Getting the role is reward enough! My parents always take me out to dinner, though. And I

always make sure I thank God. I know I wouldn’t be where I’m at without Him. None of this would be

possible. I never want to be ungrateful.

KM: What do you do to get through a rough tech week? 

FJL: I pray. Drink some tea. Try to clear my mind. Just focus on the positive things and staying

energetic and positive through everything.

KM: What’s the hardest part about acting? 

FJL: I think the hardest part about acting is when there’s a difficult set of lines. I can usually memorize

things fairly quickly. My record is memorizing an entire scene in 15 minutes, but sometimes, there are

just some really tough lines I can’t get. I’m sort of a perfectionist when it comes to work so I get

frustrated, but I just keep working at it until I learn all of them.

KM: Have you ever worked behind the scenes as a crew member? 

FJL: Yes, I have! My high school drama club did a production of You're A Good Man, Charlie Brown. I

helped paint the sets and did various jobs backstage. Unfortunately, I was sick the weekend they did

the actual play so I wasn't able to experience the energy of being there during the show.

KM: Do you play any instruments? 

FJL: I'm working on teaching myself piano. It's definitely a work in progress. I also attempted to teach

myself guitar. I lost my patience with it quickly. I really want to pick it back up though because when I

write lyrics, I usually can hear the music in my mind but I have no way to get it down on paper.

KM: Hobbies? 

FJL: I enjoy horseback riding, writing lyrics, cooking, watching old musicals, going for walks, spending

time with my family, going to church, hanging out with my friends, and really just enjoying life. I’m

someone who likes to spend every moment doing something worth remembering. I don’t ever want

to feel like I wasted a second of my life. I also love reading. I think it’s because I like being able to put



Sponsored Content

Transfer Survival Guide to Make Changing Schools a Breeze 

By DeVry University - One in three students transfer schools before graduating.

a story together in my mind. Maybe that’s another reason why I like acting so much. I get to be part of

bringing a story to life.

KM: When you're relaxing and watching TV, what are some of your favorite shows? Music? 

FJL: Lately, I've really been into the new show Outsourced, but Glee is my absolute favorite! For

music, I have to say Taylor Swift and The Beatles are my absolute favorites. But I also have a weak

spot for artists like Don McLean, Enya, Bon Jovi, Tim McGraw, Eminem, Neil Diamond, Imogen Heap,

and Francesca Batistelli. My taste in music is pretty eclectic and I like a little bit of everything. My

parents have always listened to a variety of music, though, so it's always been a diverse mix.

KM: Do you have any pets? 

FJL: I have 2 cats; Cali and Hoho. I’ve had them since I was around seven years old.

KM: What are some of the challenges you face as a young actor in Cleveland? 

FJL: Well, for one thing, for some of the audition posts I've seen, they want people 18 and older. So

that can be frustrating at times. But for the most part, I feel like I've been pretty blessed. I don't think

it's been much different from someone who's older than me, except they've been able to obtain more

experience over the years.

KM: Finally, Faith - why do YOU think Cleveland rocks? 

FJL: I think Cleveland rocks because there’s a tight-knit arts community. It’s also been a great place

for me to start my acting career. There aren’t many places where you can get a feel for the industry

without jumping in head first. It’s been good to learn how things work without there being all the

pressure of working on a big-time production. It’s prepared me for the next stage of my career.

For more info on Faith, visit her website at http://www.wix.com/FaithJolieLeMasters/homepage.

All photos featured were taken by Gregory Pendolino.

### 

Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related story or event? If so, contact Cleveland

Performing Arts Examiner KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch!
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Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner
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