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The eighteenth profile in the Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner ACTOR PROFILE series features

actress and business owner, JANINE SARNOWSKI. This series (in interview form) is in process to “get

to know” some of our own northeastern Ohio talent. Profiles will feature equity and non-equity actors,

stage and screen actors, as well as young, old and in-between actors. These are your peers and your

neighbors - please enjoy!

Full Name: Janine Sarnowski  

Age: 60 years young 

Years acting: 9 years 

“Day Job”: Human Resource Coordinator for the Medina County Engineers / Owner of Janine's Gifts

& Stuff 

Resident city: Seville, Ohio

Janine Sarnowski
provided by Janine Sarnowski
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Kate Miller: Why did you start acting? 

Janine Sarnowski: My Mom was in her 70's and one day, while we watched a movie, she said, “I

always wanted to act or sing like that.” Well so did I! I was 51-years-old and I didn't want to be saying

that in my 70's, so I figured if I wanted to do it, I better get started right away!!

KM: Any other actors in your family? 

JS: I yanked my husband, mother, son and grandson into doing a few roles. My son met his wife

doing The Sound of Music! My husband is Santa during the winter season. But I’m the only one that

does it regularly, I guess.

KM: When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

JS: I'm still trying to decide what I want to be when I grow up! A singer, actor and teacher? Of course, I

also wanted to be a writer and own my own business, as well as get married and have 2 kids. Hey!!

You know what? I'm doing all that!!!

KM: So you sing? 

JS: I guess. I had recent training with Luisa Westfall. I sang with the Summit Choral Society, several

other choirs and with 8 theater musicals. I love to sing, and when I'm happy I sing all the time. It drives

my family nuts because I make up my own words to songs!

KM: Do you dance? 

JS: I used to love to dance when I was younger. I took tap and ballet many years ago, but haven't

danced in ages.

KM: What’s your favorite role you’ve ever played? 

JS: Yente in Fiddler on the Roof.

KM: What is your dream role? 

JS: A Betty White type character in a TV series.

KM: Have you done TV or movies? How does acting for the screen differ from the stage? 

JS: I haven't really done any TV yet outside of commercials, but I've had a few parts, have been an

extra in over 10 local movies, and I'm dying to do more!! Theater is very time consuming, but it allows

you to play a part “bigger than life” in order to convey that part to a large audience. It also gives you

the thrill of the reaction of a live audience when they respond to your character. Movies require that

immediate intensity for the scene, and then it is over and you don't know how the “audience” will

react. But with movies, you can convey your emotions differently than you can on stage. The stage

has to be BIGGER than life, film has to be real. I love them both.

KM: What venues do you work in? 

JS: I'm involved in it all and loving it- TV Commercials, print work, movies, shorts, web series,

corporate parties, whatever.

http://www.examiner.com/topic/actor


KM: Why do you love acting? 

JS: It's like adult “dress-up”. You can make-believe and entertain people at the same time. Making a

character come alive is truly gratifying, and sometimes even get paid for it!

KM: Hobbies? 

JS: Gardening and reading (I read at least 1-2 books weekly). I also run my shop, make gift baskets,

serve on several charity Boards, go places with my husband, play with the dogs, write poetry and

scrapbook. I guess I don't like to be bored.

KM: What do you grow in your garden? Any secrets to good growing? 

JS: I have everything - various Hostas, mums, Dahlias, Canna, ferns, marigolds, butterfly bush, Astilbe,

a little pond with Koi and frogs, swings and benches, and lots of other plants. My yard was in several

Garden Tours. It's my own little private paradise and I love working in the garden during the summer. I

do what my Mom always told me: you don't coddle the plants. Stick them in, and if they are strong

enough they will grow. And it works! Plus I think I have a green thumb.

KM: What kind of books do you like to read? 

JS: Books - Oh my, I read just about anything from Stephen King, Laurell Hamilton and Nora Roberts

to Glenn Beck, Michael Connelly and Colleen McCullough. I read Horror, Non-fiction, Fiction,

Detective, Novels, and I have a collection of over 1500 Comic Books dating back to the 1960's!! I

guess I read the same as I watch movies, or listen to music. If it is good, I like it!

KM: Who are your favorite actors and actresses? 

JS: Kathryn Hepburn, Lucille Ball, Carol Burnett. I don't know about the male actors, there's quite a

few I admire.

KM: How do you prep for an audition? 

JS: I try to get in the mood for the part, run any lines they may have given, go over what I'm going to

wear and then meditate a little to stay calm and focused.

KM: How do you reward yourself for getting a role you wanted? 

JS: After jumping around in joy? I put everything together and work, work, work on it!! PRACTICE!

KM: What do you do to get through a rough tech week? 

JS: Exercise and garden if it is summer. And practice, practice, practice!

KM: What’s the hardest part about acting? 

JS: Not getting any direction from the director. I like constructive criticism so I can really give it my

best! A good director will help you give your best. You need to know when to pull back or charge

forward - they are the ones looking through the camera.

KM: Random- Paper or plastic? 

JS: Paper... although I bring my own recycled bags. Or at least when I remember to!



KM: Random- Democrat? Republican? Other? 

JS: Republican, kinda. I vote for whom I think is best no matter the party.

KM: Random- Do you have any pets? 

JS: 4 dogs and an outdoor cat.

KM: What are the names of your dogs and cat? 

JS: All 4 of our dogs are rescues. Peanut was going back to the pound, she is our little Terrier. Hattie

is a deaf, white, long legged Jack Russell that was going to be put down. Charlie is a full blood

Pekingese that was found wandering - when no one could find an owner, we took him in. Scarlett is

our little black Shi-Poo (combination Shih Tzu and Poodle) - she was on her last days at the pound

and looked huge!!! Then we finally found her under all the hair after FOUR haircuts. She is a little baby

that likes to eat cats. Rosie is a feral kitty that was living under the neighbor’s trailer with her brothers

and sisters. For some reason, she was the only one that finally would let us touch her. We got her

spayed and she lives in our garage with toys, beds, food, treats and cat box. She loves her warm

garage!! We are trying to bring her in, but Scarlett still won't let us. We are working on it!

KM: What’s your favorite spot to eat in Cleveland? 

JS: Cleveland has too many great places to eat to pick just one!! Depends on my mood!

KM: Tell me a bit more about Janine's Gifts & Stuff. 

JS: Janine's Gifts & Stuff started over 9 years ago, by accident. I was buying in bulk for my family,

some friends etc. I ended up with extras and my Mom asked why didn't I just open a little shop in my

house? WOW! It grew and changed and is wonderful!!! I do Gift Baskets during the various holidays,

Corporate Gifts, and carry everything from Medieval Clothing, swords, knives, practice weapons and

jewelry to beautiful costume jewelry, furry stuffed animals, gift items, jar candles, incense and so much

more!!! My husband enclosed the front porch, and that is full along with what USED to be my living

room!! I'm open on Saturdays and the rest of the time (if I'm home) I can open. So I get people that call

to see if they can come shop if they see I'm here. You can go on Facebook and check out pictures of

the various items in my shop. It's great!!

I have really, really been blessed. I'm a Cancer survivor, have a wonderful family, fantastic friends, get

to do all the things I always wanted to do, run a business, act, sing, be on TV, be in movies, and all

sorts of things. How many people can say that?

KM: Sounds amazing :) Thank you so much for sharing with us! Only one more question - why do

YOU think Cleveland rocks? 

JS: We have a lot to offer. People are starting to discover all the places to go, things to do, people to

see... for you and me... whoa, that's a song!

### 

Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related event or story? If so, contact Cleveland

Performing Arts Examiner KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch!
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Sponsored Content

One Thing You Didn't Know About Social Security 

By Szarka Financial - For most Americans, their Social Security benefit will

be the foundation of their retirement plan. Did you that you could collect a
Social Security benefit even if you never put a dime into the system? It’s
called the spousal benefit.
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