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The sixteenth profile in the Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner ACTOR PROFILE series features

actor and comedienne, KATHIE DICE. This series (in interview form) is in process to “get to know”

some of our own northeastern Ohio talent. Profiles will feature equity and non-equity actors, stage

and screen actors, as well as young, old and in-between actors. These are your peers and your

neighbors - please enjoy!

Full Name: Kathie Dice 

Age: 55 

Years acting: 25 years (or all my life if you count the plays in the garage for my mom) 

“Day Job”: comedian, hairdresser, standardized patient (med and law schools) 

Resident city: Hinckley, OH

Kathie Dice
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http://www.examiner.com/axs-entertainment
http://www.examiner.com/arts-and-entertainment
http://www.examiner.com/performing-arts
http://www.examiner.com/topic/profile
http://www.examiner.com/topic/cleveland
http://www.examiner.com/topic/actor-profile
http://www.examiner.com/topic/actor


Kate Miller: Kathie – you wear a lot of different hats! Let me first ask about your acting training. 

Kathie Dice: I never went to “acting” school per se, but have had a number of coaches: Bob Luke-

NYC, Rod Menzies- LA, Mitchell Fields- Cleveland, Cheryl King- NYC. I’ve also had many classes and

workshops along the way in NYC, LA, Cleveland, Detroit... not only for acting but comedy, too.

KM: Do you sing? 

KD: I sing badly really, really well.

KM: Do you dance?

KD: See previous answer! I dance worse than I sing, but that never stopped me from doing musicals!

Naturally, I never get the lead... they let you be in the chorus, hidden behind the fake plants.

KM: And you do a lot of stand-up? How do you prep for that? Where do you find or come up with

material? 

KD: I don't do enough stand up. I really want to do more, but it's a really hard field to get into,

especially for a middle aged woman- they want the young fresh guys. But I put myself out there as

much as I can. You practice much the same way you do for a play, rehearse it... and of course WRITE

YOUR OWN MATERIAL!! Material is all around us, just observe what goes on in your life every day,

you could probably glean a joke a day at least, either from your family or from the world around you.

KM: Any advice for aspiring "funny people"? 

KD: Be who you are! Find your persona and make it bigger and polished. Watch other comedians for

timing and delivery. You can't teach "funny", but you can teach form.

KM: When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

KD: The practical side of me wanted to be a hairdresser, but deep down secretly I wanted to be an

actress. I didn't know until many years later that I was destined to be a comedian. I had a vision when

I was about 7, where I saw myself standing on a black stage wearing black, holding a microphone,

and people were laughing. I never knew what it eant until my mid-40's when my video was picked to

be a finalist in a comedy competition that was being shown on Fox2 news in Detroit. I saw myself on

TV standing on a black stage, wearing black, holding a microphone and people were laughing. It

made the hair on the back of my neck stand up when I saw that.

KM: What kind of "shows" did you used to put on for your mom in your garage? 

KD: Cinderella, or Snow White mostly. We loved the fairy tales, or we'd do fashion shows, or damsel in

distress, I was always the damsel, and the girl next door was a through-and-through tomboy.

KM: Why did you start acting? 

KD: I love being able to push myself into “being someone else” for a time, and to stretch my skills to

see if I can connect with an audience. I like to make them smile, or laugh or cry... just to open them up

to feel.



KM: Are there any other actors in your family? 

KD: None that I'm aware of in my extended family, but I think my son could be if he wanted.

KM: What’s your favorite role you’ve ever played? 

KD: The Virgin Mary in my own solo show, it's a first person humorous look at her life and the troubles

she “might” have seen.

KM: What is your dream role? 

KD: My ultimate goal is co-star in a film with Tom Hanks, I think he is the consummate actor. He has

the ability to conform and mold himself to any type of character. What an education to work with one

of the best! Hope Rita doesn't mind.

KM: Have you done TV or movies? If so, how does acting for the screen differ from the stage? 

KD: I've done almost every form of media there is, live stage – plays, standup comedy, movies, TV,

radio. It's all pretty much the same, just different levels of volume and expression. You have to be

“bigger” on a live stage as opposed to the camera.

KM: What does "standardized patient" mean??? You mentioned it as one of your “day jobs”. 

KD: It's acting like a patient for the medical students. Standardized means if there is more than one

person playing a certain "ailment", you have to standardize your info and character with them for

consistency.

KM: Any particular venues where you work primarily? 

KD: I've worked in places you would never dream of working! Dive biker bars to comedy clubs in

NYC, and movie sets in the garage to full blown sets with all the trappings of a major motion picture.

This summer I even had my own trailer in Freerunner, a movie that was shot in Cleveland.

KM: How do you prep for an audition? 

KD: I run it over and over and over in my mind, and out loud, trying to find the character and the

emotion, and do it different ways until it sounds right.

KM: How do you reward yourself for getting a role you wanted? 

KD: Not sure if I reward myself so much as it makes me happy, and I feel good that I was chosen for a

part. I never forget that they had a lot of other choices and if they chose me, I want to live up to the

trust they put in me.

KM: What do you do to get through a rough tech week? 

KD: I'm pretty easy going so I just go with the flow, do what you have to do and get it done. I don't like

a lot of drama behind the scenes and try to avoid it... a beer afterwards always helps too!

KM: Why do you love acting? 

KD: It's fun, it's liberating, it teaches you a lot about yourself. It's challenging to be able to get the

feeling and emotion across to your audience and the other actors.



KM: What’s the hardest part about acting? 

KD: Figuring out what the director wants!! HA! And usually it can't be done so you just have to find out

what makes YOU click with the character.

KM: Who are your favorite actors and actresses? 

KD: Again, I love Tom Hanks. I feel the same about actors as I do comedians, if they can elicit the

emotion in me, I think they are good.

KM: You’re from Michigan - how is the Michigan theater scene different from the Ohio theater scene? 

KD: Whew, it's been so long since I did Michigan theater, but I really don't think it's any different,

although I think it's easier to get into the bigger theaters in Cleveland than it is in Detroit.

KM: What are your hobbies? 

KD: I love my computer!!! I also love flower gardening and doing landscaping projects. I like to bowl,

and in the past I did a lot of craft projects, crocheting, sewing, canning, etc.

KM: Do you have any pets? 

KD: I have a tiny teacup Poodle, she weighs 3lbs 9oz, and I love her to pieces. I also have a beautiful

long haired calico cat that is extremely loving and affectionate. She puts her paw gently on my face to

say, “I love you!”

KM: Finally, why do YOU think Cleveland rocks? 

KD: I am from Michigan, but moved here about 12 years ago. I’ve always been amazed that Cleveland

isn't the place that so many make fun of. It's vibrant and alive and is such a close-knit community, it

never ceases to amaze me how everyone knows everyone. I don't care where I go... or who I talk to,

people know each other. AND I've been lost literally everywhere in the area, from Geneva to Toledo

to Columbus. I never dreamed I would know so much of the whole NE Ohio area so intimately. Doing

comedy everywhere has broadened my geographic horizons all over the country. And for that, I am

grateful to have lived the life I live- it's exciting!

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT KATHIE, VISIT HER WEBSITE!

www.kathiedice.com

### 

Do you have a Cleveland performing arts related story that would be of interest to our readers? If so,

contact Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with

your pitch!

Kate Klotzbach
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