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The eighth profile in the Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner ACTOR PROFILE series features actor,

director and student, MARC MORITZ. This series (in interview form) is in process to “get to know”

some of our own northeastern Ohio talent. Profiles will feature equity and non-equity actors, stage

and screen actors, as well as young, old and in-between actors. These are your peers and your

neighbors - please enjoy!

Full Name: Marc Moritz 

Age: 54 

Years acting: 44 

Year in school/ School name: Currently MFA Grad Student at Kent State University. Yes…The

oldest Grad in Ohio! 

Resident city: Lyndhurst, Ohio

Marc Moritz
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Kate Miller: You’re a student! Why did you decide to go back to school? 

Marc Moritz: I decided to return to school because I am, at this point in my life, committed to teaching

more full time at a University and need the MFA in order to do so!

KM: As an actor, why did you start acting? 

MM: It was a way to express myself in a fun, safe environment. I loved the attention. What else is

new?

KM: So you always wanted to be an actor, even as a child? 

MM: Always wanted to be an actor from the time my folks took me to Heights Youth Theatre in

Cleveland when I was 5. Remember turning to my Mom and saying, “I want to touch the scenery.”

KM: Are there any other actors in your family? 

MM: No, but my Mom used to Tap Dance on Roller Skates as a youth for variety shows. And my Dad,

who passed last year, was passionate about the arts and always loved my vocation. My parents were

always totally supportive. They never wanted their Jewish son to be a Doctor or Lawyer. At least they

never pushed me in that direction.

KM: So you act. Do you sing? 

MM: Yes.

KM: Do you dance? 

MM: NO! Two left feet. So I usually do the character roles in musicals.

KM: What’s your favorite role you’ve ever played? 

MM: Certainly Tateh in Ragtime. I also was in the Original Broadway Production of the Stephen

Sondheim / Hal Prince musical, Merrily We Roll Along in 1981! I was even on the Broadway Cast

Recording- quite an honor.

KM: How do you use your Broadway experience here in Cleveland? 

MM: I use the experience to remind myself that although I have been lucky to have worked on

Broadway, that whenever I do a show (no matter where it is) I take the work very seriously and

combine it with the joy of working with others. Good work is good work, whether on Broadway or in a

20 seat basement theatre!

KM: What’s your dream role? 

MM: Wow. I would have to say George in Sunday in the Park, though probably too old now!

KM: Do you have a primary local venue where you often work? 

MM: I work at Porthouse Theatre most summers. Have also been pursuing directing and recently

directed The Walworth Farce at Dobama, as well as Gutenberg! The Musical! there last year.

KM: Have you acted TV or movies? How does acting for the screen differ from the stage? 



MM: I did a crappy made-for-TV film called Dead And Alive with Tony Danza, shot in Pittsburgh. It was

a completely different process. There’s not the immediate feedback that you get from an audience,

and it’s very disjointed in the way it is shot. There are also generally no rehearsals.

KM: Wait- Tony Danza - really? 

MM: My scenes were not with Tony. But I did have a scene with Ted Levine. He was the creepy guy in

Silence of the Lambs that kept the girls locked up!

KM: Why do you love acting? 

MM: It is a craft that is a lifestyle. It allows me to be creative, spontaneous, live other lives, and meet

chicks!

KM: Now how do you prep for an audition? 

MM: Certainly read the play. Try to get the scenes ahead of time. And then just go in and be in the

moment as much as I can. A cash offer never hurt!

KM: How do you reward yourself for getting a role you wanted? 

MM: Take myself out to a nice restaurant and just bask in the joy.

KM: What do you do to get through a rough tech week? 

MM: Focus on everything that is not the show (like my children), and to know that it is not brain

surgery. I maintain my sense of humor.

KM: What’s the hardest part about acting? 

MM: Acting is easy. It’s getting the JOB that’s hard!

KM: Who are your favorite actors and actresses? 

MM: Endless. Pacino, DeNiro, Hoffman, Streep, Kline, Duvall.

KM: And your hobbies? 

MM: Reading, Film, Music, EATING.

KM: Are you in anything currently? 

MM: I am not currently in anything though I will be doing Claudius in Hamlet at Kent State in the

Spring. I am more about directing these days. I recently directed The Walworth Farce at Dobama

Theatre, and I have an ongoing project called TBD.

KM: How is your prep going for Hamlet? What are you doing now in regards to research? What's your

prep process like? 

MM: I am in the production, not directing it. Right now, I am doing NO prep for Hamlet! Am very busy

with the projects right in front of me... but I will begin soon. Obviously read and read and read the

play. To discuss my specific process would bore the crap out of anyone... Suffice it to say it's a

combination of exploring the text, doing historical background, and... oh wait... I just saw someone fall

asleep!



KM: So do you prefer to act or to direct? 

MM: Quite frankly, at this point in my life, I much prefer to direct. I know longer have much interest in

jumping through the hoops that comprise an acting career! There are few directors - and you know

who you are - that truly inspire me enough to want to devote the time it takes to do the work.

KM: When you direct, how does your own acting background drive your process? 

MM: I think I bring my 40 years of acting to the table in a variety of ways. Mostly it’s just a sensitivity to

the process that an actor goes through. I try to blend a combination of support, direction and joy to

the process. By the way, could I sound more pretentious right now? I love working with smart actors

and collaborating.

KM: Your ongoing project - TBD... what's that about? 

MM: TBD - To Be Determined - is a completely improvised musical based on an audience suggestion.

I was hired by a couple of former improv students of mine to come in and cast/direct. We opened at

Bela Dubby in August and it has really taken off. I am basically now their Artistic Advisor and am not

as hands on with them at this time.

KM: Where can readers go to find out more about TBD? 

MM: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Title-TBD-An-Improvised-Musical/120248321341588.

### 

Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related event or story that would be of interest to our

readers? If so, contact KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch!

Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner
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