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The 26th profile in the Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner ACTOR PROFILE series features MARY

LU FRANKS. This series (in interview form) is in process to “get to know” some of our own

northeastern Ohio talent. Profiles will feature equity and non-equity actors, stage and screen actors,

as well as young, old and in-between actors. These are your peers and your neighbors - please

enjoy!

Full Name: Mary Lu Franks 

Age: 59 

Years acting: 35 

“Day Job”: Teacher 

Resident city: Sandusky, Ohio 

Acting training: Webber-Douglas Theatre School, London, England; Trinity College, Dublin Ireland

Mary Lu Franks
provided by Mary Lu Franks
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Kate Miller: Mary Lu, you studied in England and Ireland - are you from either of those places? Or did

you just end up there? 

Mary Lu Franks: I am not from either place, but since I have always been fascinated with Great

Britain, I applied over there- and much to my surprise I was accepted!

KM: So you’re a teacher now. What do you teach? 

MLF: I taught music for 30 years and now I am a substitute teacher in various districts.

KM: When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

MLF: An actress. I started when I was 9.

KM: Are there any other actors in your family? 

MLF: Yes- My husband John, who is also a Music Director.

KM: Tell me about John. Where and how did you meet? 

MLF: I met John doing shows many years ago. We did Lies and Legends at Workshop Players and

started dating. We have been married now for 7 years and I still love him very much. (The feeling is

mutual!!)

KM: So you act. Do you also sing? 

MLF: Yes- Voice Major at Cleveland State University.

KM: What about dance? 

MLF: Yes- Jazz Dance at the Beck Center- Jerry Macek.

KM: So far, what’s your favorite role that you’ve ever played? 

MLF: Hilda in Wednesdays With Hilda, Wake Up and Live - Cleveland Play House.

KM: And what would you consider your dream role? 

MLF: My dream role is to play Queen Margaret in Richard III.

KM: Any particular venues in the Cleveland area where you work primarily? 

MLF: Clague Playhouse, Beck Center and Cleveland Play House.

KM: Mary Lu - why do you love acting? 

MLF: Because God gave me a great talent and I love getting into other peoples’ psyches.

KM: What about your hobbies? 

MLF: Reading, and listening to jazz.

KM: So who's your favorite jazz musician? 

MLF: My favorite Jazz musician is John Coltrane- I love his sound.

KM: What about actors and actresses? 

MLF: Laurence Olivier and Helen Mirren… also, Maggie Smith.
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KM: Now as for your own process, how do you prep for an audition? 

MLF: I prepare monologues thoroughly and sometimes work with coaches like Paul Lee and Mark

Moritz.

KM: And when you get it, how do you reward yourself for getting a role you wanted?

MLF: I work very hard preparing the “treasure trove” in myself.

KM: What do you think is the hardest part about acting? 

MLF: Being aware of and listening to the other characters on stage.

KM: Here we go into “random” territory - Do you have any pets? 

MLF: Yes- Fiona my cat and Collin my cocker spaniel.

KM: Paper or plastic? 

MLF: Paper.

KM: Democrat? Republican? Other? 

MLF: Democrat- DEFINITELY.

KM: What’s your favorite spot to eat in Cleveland? 

MLF: The Rush Inn [Lakewood] - it is near the Beck and the wings are great!!

KM: Finally, why do YOU think Cleveland rocks? 

MLF: There is so much going on in the arts!

Want to get a look at some of the other Cleveland Actor Profiles in this series? Click here for a

comprehensive list of area actors and their interview links!

### 

Do you have a Cleveland performing arts related story or event? If so, contact Cleveland Performing

Arts Examiner, KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch!

Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner
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