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The sixth profile in the Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner ACTOR PROFILE series features actor

MIKE AKERS. This series (in interview form) is in process to “get to know” some of our own

northeastern Ohio talent. Profiles will feature equity and non-equity actors, stage and screen actors,

as well as young, old and in-between actors. These are your peers and your neighbors - please

enjoy!

Full Name: Michael Ray Akers 

Age: 36 

Years acting: 2 years 

Day Job: Custodian for Kent State University 

Resident city: Kent, Ohio 

Official acting training: North Coast Casting. About 9 months of beginner's acting classes.

Kate Miller: So I’ll start this like I start them all- What’s your favorite role that you’ve ever played? 

Mike Akers: FBI agent with a slight sex addiction.

KM: What is your dream role? 

Michael Akers
(provided by Michael Akers)
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MA: I want to be a sitcom actor, or for comedy films. That's my focus for now, rather than the specific

role. I believe the role will just happen.

KM: Do you sing? 

MA: Only to the deaf when they are asleep.

KM: Do you dance? 

MA: My dance training goes as far as having to pee really badly with no restrooms nearby.

KM: Have you done TV or movies? If so, how does acting for the screen differ from the stage? 

MA: I have only worked on film and that's where I want to stay. Film. No stage.

KM: Do you not do stage work because you don't care for it? Because you are busy with screen? Not

interested? 

MA: I do not do stage for a few reasons. I like the "out in the street" feel with movies and I think film

may be easier because when you screw up, you can cut and redo it. When you’re on stage, you’re

ON. Now since I want to work on sitcoms, I know I will have to [eventually] work on a stage, but I

guess I want to get there by way of film.

KM: When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

MA: A teacher or a store owner. I did also want to be an actor, but until the internet came along I

didn’t think it would be possible [because] I just can’t afford to move to LA or NYC.

KM: So how DO you get into screen work? Advice? Caveats? 

MA: Actually, I search craigslist under "TV/film" jobs, and also I look under all "gigs". I have found a few

auditions that were in "gigs" and not in "TV/film" jobs. I go to www.akroncanton.craigslist.org and

also www.cleveland.craigslist.org. I also belong to a mailing list from "NEOhioPAL" at

www.fredsternfeld.com. Facebook and YouTube are also good. I have found that once you get that

first role and others can see what you have done, the roles start coming. I'm juggling a few projects at

once.

KM: Why did you start acting? 

MA: I started because it was available through the internet. I realized that maybe I didn't have to

move to LA or NYC to get an acting career going. When I’m old, I can look back and I can say "I

became an actor. I did it. I followed my dream and it did come true." We'll see what happens!

KM: Any particular venues where you work primarily? 

MA: I am working with a few different local production companies on some film work.

KM: Why do you love acting? 

MA: I just think its fun to play pretend and possibly make a career out of it. I love sitcom acting

because I believe laughter is good for you, and I like the feeling you get when you watch a really

good comedy and laugh a lot. I want to help provide that laughter. Growing up, I was always told I was
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a "ham" or "you’re so funny- you should be on TV," so, I'm trying it!

KM: Hobbies? 

MA: Really no. I’m so into acting right now I’m all about that. When I’m not working I just surf the net,

play on Facebook, look for auditions, watch online TV shows or movies, YouTube. I just hang at home.

KM: Who are your favorite actors and actresses? 

MA: Jennifer Aniston, Bea Arthur, John Ritter (specifically Three's Company), everyone on the sitcom

"SOAP", Whoopie Goldberg, Chevy Chase (of course WITH Beverly D'Angelo).

KM: How do you prep for an audition?  

MA: I read my side a million times and just "go over" how I’m gonna do it. If it's a blind audition, I pray

a lot.

KM: How do you reward yourself for getting a role you wanted? 

MA: I simply bask in the happiness of knowing that's one more role toward a paying acting career.

One more step down my path.

KM: What’s the hardest part about acting? 

MA: The hardest part for me (actually parts) is basically all of it. You have to memorize your own lines,

plus everyone else’s so you know when to say your own lines. Plus you have directions to follow AS

your saying your lines, so you have to remember that, too, AND you have to pull it off convincingly.

That’s really hard, so sometimes you have to film the same scene like a hundred times because you

mess up. But for some strange reason, I love every bit of it! This is the first time in my life where I

haven't run away from something that’s difficult. I’m sure it will get easier as I become more

experienced.

KM: Random- Do you have any pets? 

MA: I have 1 cat named Simon. He's mostly black with white and he's 16 lbs. A lot of that weight is my

own fault for feeding him stuff that I shouldn’t.

KM: Finally, why do YOU think Cleveland rocks? 

MA: I think Cleveland rocks because its a huge city on a lake (bonus), and there’s tremendous

potential here in NE Ohio, especially with the artist community here. It’s also very close to many other

large cities. Cleveland really could be a "mini-Hollywood".

### 

Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related event or story that you’d like to share with our

readers? If so, contact KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch! And please

SUBSCRIBE to this column to keep up to date on the latest.
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