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The sixteenth profile in the Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner ACTOR PROFILE series features

actor and murder mystery guru, PAUL FLORIANO. This series (in interview form) is in process to “get

to know” some of our own northeastern Ohio talent. Profiles will feature equity and non-equity actors,

stage and screen actors, as well as young, old and in-between actors. These are your peers and your

neighbors - please enjoy!

Full Name: Paul Floriano  

Age: 54 

Years acting: 35 

“Day Job”: Managing Partner, Floriano Productions/Corporate Entertainment 

Resident city: Westlake, OH

Kate Miller: So Paul, you’re an equity actor? 

Paul Floriano: Funny you should ask- I have been an Equity member for 30 years! I have been a SAG

member for 19! Holy cow, time flies! I should feel much older than I do!

KM: So what’s your acting background… your training? 
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from The Talent Group website

http://www.examiner.com/axs-entertainment
http://www.examiner.com/arts-and-entertainment
http://www.examiner.com/performing-arts
http://www.examiner.com/topic/profile
http://www.examiner.com/topic/cleveland
http://www.examiner.com/topic/actor-profile
http://www.examiner.com/topic/actor


PF: BA / Theater SUNY New York.

KM: Do you sing? 

PF: Yes.

KM: Do you dance? 

PF: Only when in trouble.

KM: When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

PF: Wealthy… well, I never really wanted to be wealthy, I just wanted to be an actor- I really never

considered anything else. I tell students if there's anything else you want to be, go do it, cause

theater is a harsh mistress!

KM: Any other actors in your family? 

PF: Just a long lost brother, but he’s in jail…

KM: What's your favorite role ever that you've ever played? 

PF: Father of my two daughters.

KM: Why did you start acting? 

PF: For the girls and the attention it brought.

KM: Have you done TV or movies? 

PF: I’ve done a couple of America’s Most Wanted shows. I was also cast in Kevin Smith’s Zach and

Miri Make a Porno, The Year That Trembled, Script Doctor and The Devil Was Hot. I love movie acting,

but it’s like cheating because you get to do it again if you make a mistake. Ain’t no second takes on

the stage. My first love is, and always will be, stage acting.

KM: So tell me about America’s Most Wanted – I’ll assume you weren’t apprehended for real! 

PF: I appeared on America's Most Wanted in 1991 as Timothy Brewster, who was captured! I actually

met John Walsh in person in August of 2009 and he thanked me for doing it! I did another one in

2004 where I played a pizza shop owner whose delivery man gets kidnapped and has a bomb

strapped to him. Oy!!

KM: How do you prep for an audition? 

PF: I try not to over-prepare and I try to be relaxed… it’s important to be directable and not have too

many preconceived notions. That would make you a director.

KM: How do you reward yourself for getting a role you wanted? 

PF: I go out and get another.

KM: What do you do to get through a rough tech week? 

PF: I used to drink but now I just sleep as much as possible. 

KM: Ha.



KM: Who are your favorite actors and actresses? 

PF: Streep, De Niro, Hackman, Hoffman, Pacino, Mantegna, Bullock, Thompson, there’s so many...

KM: Any particular venues where you work primarily? 

PF: Murder mysteries anywhere in the Midwest and South. I have a thing for seedy motels.

KM: Tell me more about the murder mysteries. 

PF: I started doing murder mysteries in 1991, and the best part about doing them is everything! From

the sale, to the writing and producing, and then being able to work with such wonderful and talented

actors, it's just a great way to make a living and I really look forward to it! We're doing a murder

mystery this weekend at Coffee Creek Estates, in Austinburg, Ohio. It'll be in the mansion where the

1978 Bette Davis mini-series The Dark Secret of Harvest Home was filmed! Stephen King based

Children of The Corn on that series. Folks can call 440-275-5022 for tickets.

[Editor’s note: this is for the weekend of 10/29/10. You can also read about Floriano Productions from

our previous article on the company by clicking HERE].

KM: Why do you love acting? 

PF: I don’t know, it’s kind of indefinable. It’s like having a crush on a beautiful woman and finding out

she’s interested, too.

KM: What’s the hardest part about acting? 

PF: The constant proving yourself to a director just to get a paycheck.

KM: Hobbies? 

PF: Driving in my car, running, karaoke, biking, watching cop TV shows, reading.

KM: Do you have any pets? 

PF: No, but I am an animal.

KM: If you could be any animal, what would you be? 

PF: If I were an animal I would be a Newfoundland- big, loveable and slobbery.

KM: Finally, Paul - why do YOU think Cleveland rocks? 

PF: The people, and it has lots to do. This city’s tough!

Find out more about Paul at:

Floriano Productions

The Talent Group

Article: The Man Behind the Murder Mystery
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Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related event or story? If so, contact Cleveland

Performing Arts Examiner KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch!

Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner
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