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Thank you, actors, for your wonderful response to this! I am delighted to open this new Cleveland

Performing Arts Examiner ACTOR PROFILE series with the specs of a dear man – ROBERT HAWKES.

This is the first of many to come.

This series (in interview form) is in process to “get to know” some of our own local talent. It will feature

both equity and non-equity actors, stage and screen actors, as well as young, old and in-between

actors. These are your peers and your neighbors - please enjoy!

Full Name: Robert Hawkes 

Age: 62

Headshot
provided by Robert Hawkes
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Years acting: 1978-92, 2001-present 

Resident city: Cleveland Heights

Kate Miller: What’s your favorite role ever played? 

Robert Hawkes: Vladimir in Waiting for Godot; Pozzo in Waiting for Godot; Krapp in Krapp’s Last Tape;

Hamm in Endgame.

KM: What is your dream role/ why? 

RH: Any of these again or anything else by Samuel Beckett. Need one ask why? As Alan Schneider

once said, “Asking which is one’s favorite Beckett play is like asking a mountaineer which is his

favorite peak. I’ll say this: working on Beckett sure spoils you for the lowlands.”

KM: Do you sing? 

RH: Not since my voice broke.

KM: Do you dance? 

RH: I do not dance, except in imagination. I often say, “If I could dance like Fred Astaire, I would.”

KM: Have you done TV or movies? If so, how does acting for the screen differ from the stage? 

RH: I have done a couple of industrial films, a TV pilot episode, and a bit part in a film. I don’t like it. At

my level, and certainly while I still had the day job, the scheduling was inconvenient; the work, dull

and full of waiting; the money, insignificant; and the result, often embarrassing. That’s four strikes.

Acting on stage, for a live audience, with the other actors in the scene actually present, and so on-

that’s what stirs my old bones.

KM: When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

RH: I had ideas of being a great writer, but with no self-discipline, and nothing to say, I could not bring

that idea to fruition.

KM: Why did you start acting? 

RH: I was always a good mimic as a kid; liked imitating the speech and quirks of others. In the 10th

grade, I auditioned for a play, but the director opined that I would never be able to make myself heard

in a theatre. I believed him. But then, 15 years later, Will Rhys, who was teaching briefly where I taught,

coaxed me into reading for the lead role in the school production of The Imaginary Invalid. I found not

only that I could be heard, but that I was actually good at this; that there was in fact something I was

good at. A wonderful discovery, at age 29.

KM: Any other actors in your family? 

RH: My son, Sebastian Orr – a far better actor than his father.

KM: Any particular venues where you work primarily? 
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RH: I’ll go where they’ll have me. In the first “career”, I worked primarily at Dobama and Ensemble.

Since coming back in ’01, I’m all over the map.

KM: Robert, why do you love acting?

RH: I love doing what I can do well. I love the spirit of collaboration that informs a worthy production. I

love helping to keep local theatre a vital and lively place where people can come and get some food

for thought instead of numbing themselves in front of the television.

KM: Do you have other hobbies? What else keeps you busy? 

RH: Biking, music, reading, film, languages…

KM: Who are your favorite actors and actresses? 

RH: Ian McKellen. Maggie Smith.

KM: What do you do to get through a rough tech week? 

RH: Show up on time, do as I’m told, and remember that all will likely be well enough “On The Night”,

and if not, it will not be not the end of the world.

KM: How do you prep for an audition? 

RH: By hoping they already know me and my work. I do not audition well.

KM: How do you reward yourself for getting a role you wanted? 

RH: Start learning the lines. Now.

KM: What’s the hardest part about acting? 

RH: This may sound self-serving or smug, but so be it: The only part of the whole process which tries

my soul and patience – and which I therefore find “hard” - is having to work with tardy production

support or, worse, an actor who has not done the homework – who eats up rehearsal time with

questions better addressed elsewhere, who has failed to learn the lines, who sabotages performance

because of shoddy preparation, and so on. As for acting itself, I do not find it hard. Perhaps if I found it

harder I would be better at it.

KM: OK, random - Do you have any pets? 

RH: No thanks.

KM: And finally, why do YOU think Cleveland rocks? 

RH: Cleveland Orchestra, Cleveland Museum of Art, Cleveland Cinematheque, Cleveland Chamber

Music Society, Cedar-Lee Cinema, Dobama Theatre, Cleveland Shakespeare Festival, Ensemble

Theatre, convergence-continuum, Theatre Ninjas, Cleveland Public Theatre, and all the rest of the

places where folk are trying, as Don Bianchi used to say, to “make something in a world where

everybody is breaking stuff.” 
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Thank you to Robert Hawkes! Be sure to keep up on the latest ACTOR PROFILES and other stories

by SUBSCRIBING to this Cleveland Performing Arts online column! All I need is your email address

and you’ll get an email notification when new pieces are published.

Do you have a Cleveland area event or performing arts related story that would be of interest to our

readers? If so, contact KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch!

Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner
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