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The 23rd profile in the Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner ACTOR PROFILE series features actor,

THOMAS FERRARO. This series (in interview form) is in process to “get to know” some of our own

northeastern Ohio talent. Profiles will feature equity and non-equity actors, stage and screen actors,

as well as young, old and in-between actors. These are your peers and your neighbors - please

enjoy!

Full Name: Thomas Francis Vincent Ferraro 

Age: 55 

Years acting: 11 

“Day Job”: Accounts Payable Generalist 

Resident city: Brooklyn, Ohio 

Official acting training: Acting I, II & III at the Beck Center [in Lakewood]

Thomas Ferraro
provided by Thomas Ferraro
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Kate Miller: You’re originally from New Jersey? How did you land in Ohio? 

Thomas Ferraro: I am originally from New Jersey. I met a Cleveland girl when I was on vacation in

1978. We met on the beach and two years later we were married and I moved out to Ohio.

KM: When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

TF: I wanted to be an astronaut, then I got into sports and wanted to be a baseball player.

KM: Do you still play baseball? 

TF: No, I had to quit playing softball because of my knees.

KM: Why did you start acting? 

TF: If I remember correctly, I went to see a play at Tri-C with my girlfriend and thought it would fun to

be on stage.

KM: Do you sing? 

TF: I did sing in the chorus of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. I was Brother Dan. I

also sing karaoke.

KM: Do you dance? 

TF: I did in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat and that has been it. I have bad knees.

KM: What’s your favorite role you’ve ever played? 

TF: I have two- 1) R.P. McMurphy in One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, and 2) Leonard Vole in Witness

for The Prosecution.

KM: What is your dream role? 

TF: I don’t have a dream role, per say. When I try out for a play that I Iike and get the part I wanted,

that’s the dream right there.

KM: Any particular venues where you work primarily? 

TF: Independence Community Theatre. Other venues I have worked at are: The Barn in Bath, Paul

Cassidy in Parma Heights, Brecksville Little Theatre, Huntington Play House in Bay Village, Old Town

Hall Theatre in North Ridgeville, Boulevard Theatre in Shaker Heights and (where it all started) at Tri-

C.

KM: Why do you love acting? 

TF: I can shed my skin and be someone totally different from myself.

KM: Who are your favorite actors and actresses? 

TF: Tom Hanks and George Clooney.

KM: How do you prep for an audition? 

TF: I get the script ahead of time and learn the lines to the parts I want. I’m not very good at cold
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reads, but I’m working on it.

KM: How do you reward yourself for getting a role you wanted? 

TF: Pump my fist and yell, “YES!”

KM: What do you do to get through a rough tech week? 

TF: Since I’m there every day, I try to make the best of it and hope to leave at a decent time so I can

do it all over again the next day.

KM: What’s the hardest part about acting? 

TF: Saying the words, you have to remember you are in a hypothetical situation and you are not

going to say the words that you are trying to memorize.

KM: Hobbies? 

TF: Golf, bike riding, karaoke and weight training.

KM: What are some of your favorite karaoke songs to perform? 

TF: "One For My Baby" and "That's Life" by Frank Sinatra.

KM: Are you currently acting in anything? 

TF: [Coming up], I'm trying out for Murder on the Rerun, a comedy at Independence Community

Theatre… and also trying out for Noises Off at Paul Cassidy in Parma Heights.

KM: What’s your favorite spot to eat in Cleveland? 

TF: The place I frequent the most with my fellow acting buddies is the Friendly Inn in Garfield Hts.

They have the best corned beef and a buck fifty Labatt.

KM: Are you in the holiday spirit yet? 

TF: The holiday spirit has not hit me yet. I'm waiting for the snow.

KM: Finally, why do YOU think Cleveland rocks? 

TF: Cleveland is tough. I remember when I first moved here all the negatives, but I’m still here and I’m

not going anywhere for a while. You have the lake, the islands and the people. That is what makes

Cleveland rock.

### 

Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related event or story? If so, contact Cleveland

Performing Arts Examiner, KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch!
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