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Running now through February 1, 2015, Clague Playhouse presents the witty and emotional “Trying”.

Written by Joanna McClelland Glass and directed by Douglas Farren, the well-paced production

follows Canadian Sarah Schorr (Debbie Lenarz) and crotchety Judge Francis Biddle (Robert Hawkes)

as they worm through their complex working relationship.

The story of the aging Philadelphia aristocrat is based on its author’s real-life experience working for
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former U.S. Attorney General and Nuremberg Trials chief judge Francis Biddle in the late 1960s.

Judge Biddle knows it will be the final year of his life, and his wife has hired Sarah to help him in his

office. Biddle’s grouchy and judgmental temperament has already caused several other assistants to

leave, but Sarah is determined to prove herself to him.

The journey for each character is well-played. Lenarz handles the character of Sarah with grace and

style. Sarah’s tentative but stern beginning grows to a confident and commanding finale. Hawkes’

Biddle is a dynamic layering of curmudgeon, judge and ferocious grammar-corrector. As Biddle

progresses through the story, his arc is from one of crabby fighter to knowing accepter of what is

coming. It brings to mind the line from the Dylan Thomas poem, “Do not go gentle into that good

night.” It demands that we, “Rage, rage against the dying of the light.”

The rapport between Sarah and Biddle is complicated and endearing. It grows slowly, but ultimately

breaks the heart in many different ways. What begins as a tentative cat-and-mouse relationship

(Biddle as the cat and Sarah as the mouse) becomes an important connection as well as a personal

bond.

Farren has used the tiny space well, creating an atmosphere where the actors are far enough away to

be in their own world, but close enough to touch. The intimacy of the space adds to the relationship

that is a tug-of-war of wills on the stage. It is an old man's life, loaded into a tiny office. Books are

everywhere, and the heat is not to be touched by anyone but Biddle himself! The scene changes

could be a bit faster, but overall the space and the pace are acceptable.

All in all, it is a solid production with many moments of laughter, and a story that will cause audience

members young and old to appreciate the moments we all have left on this Earth. Please do not miss

your opportunity to see this production!

“Trying” runs now through February 1, 2015 at the Clague Playhouse, which is located at 1371 Clague

Road, Westlake, OH 44145. Tickets and information are available by calling 440-331-0403, by emailing

info@clagueplayhouse.org, or by visiting clagueplayhouse.org.
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