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Dancing Wheels Company's Spin on ‘Alice’

You’ve never seen Alice in Wonderland like this! An old story will get a new spin when Alice... rolls

down the rabbit hole at Lorain County Community College’s Stocker Arts Center at 7:00pm on

Friday, November 12, 2010.

“The story is a bit of a departure from the Lewis Caroll version, but it still has the main features such

as the tea party, the caterpillar, the Queen of Hearts and other central characters like the Mad Hatter

and the White Rabbit and, of course, Alice,” says Mary Verdi-Fletcher, President and Founding Artistic

Director of The Dancing Wheels Company and School.

Considered one of the premier arts and disabilities organizations in the U.S., Dancing Wheels is a
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professional, physically integrated dance company uniting the talents of dancers both with and

without disabilities. To date, the Dancing Wheels Company’s inspirational mission has touched over

4.5 million people through performances, school assemblies, residencies and workshops

(www.dancingwheels.org).

So how does this adaptation of Alice in Wonderland take the story to another level? “Alice does grow

to 10-feet-tall, but is portrayed as a bit of couture character, a bit older (I play Alice) and a bit more

sheeky. Obviously with the inclusion of wheelchair dancers and stand-up dancers together, [it has its]

own twist. Hence the name Alice in Wonderland... like it’s never been seen before!” says Verdi-

Fletcher.

The show (which will feature 10 dancers, with and without disabilities) will begin with a collection of

family-friendly dance pieces. After intermission, the dance company will close the performance with

choreographer Robert Wesner’s unique twist on Alice in Wonderland. The contemporary production

will take the audience on a kaleidoscopic trip through Wonderland with fantastic imagery and

characters.

Verdi-Fletcher is very happy to have this piece in the Dancing Wheels repertoire. “I am proud of

Alice..., as it is a fun way to bring families together to enjoy the arts. It also is a wonderful way to

introduce children to the art form of physically integrated dance (the integration of wheelchair

dancers with stand up dancers). It’s a wonderful way to portray inclusiveness in a fun and entertaining

way!”

The evening performance is a “Random Act” LCCC Family Event and is appropriate for all ages.

Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for children 12 and under, and can be ordered online at

www.lorainccc.edu/stocker, or by calling the Stocker Arts Center box office at 800-995-5222 (ext.

4040). Tickets are also available at the box office, located in the lobby of the Stocker Arts Center.

The Dancing Wheels Company & School 

3615 Euclid Avenue, 3rd floor 

Cleveland, OH 44115 

(216) 432-0306 or fax (216) 432-0308 

www.dancingwheels.org

### 

Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related event or story? If so, contact Cleveland

Performing Arts Examiner, KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch!

Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner
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