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Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor® Dreamcoat opened Friday at the Beck Center for the Arts to

cheers, applause and two standing ovations. Running now through January 2, 2011, Beck’s

commitment to family-friendly holiday entertainment is in full force, as Joseph… will delight the young

crowd and prove a satisfying guilty pleasure for the adult sect, as well.

The story follows the Bible’s Book of Genesis account of Joseph through the voice of an ever-present

narrator. One of Jacob’s 12 sons, Joseph is Jacob’s favorite, which leads to jealousy among his

siblings. It’s bad enough that Joseph has prophetic dreams of grandeur, but when Joseph gets the

amazing gift of a beautiful, multi-colored coat from his father, the resentful brothers hatch a plan to sell

him into slavery, telling their dad that he was killed. Joseph is then set on a path from slavery to
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greatness, along the way interacting with everyone from a rich master and his seductive wife, to a

butler, a baker and eventually an Elvis-inspired Pharaoh.

The music is brought to us by the well-known combo of Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice, also

known for Jesus Christ Superstar and Evita. There is a plethora of musical styles, and audiences will

not be bored while being taken through 100 minutes (plus an intermission) of country, Elvis, Parisian,

rap, calypso and Broadway power ballad.

Director Scott Spence has assembled a talented and energetic cast. The title role of Joseph is

played by Connor O’Brien, a gifted force to be reckoned with. His powerful vocals matched with his

likeable portrayal of Joseph makes him a wonderful choice as the center of this classic story. Most

noteworthy are his commanding vocals on Close Every Door and his hopeful performance of Any

Dream Will Do. Spence’s other casting choice of Tricia Tanguy for the role of the Narrator proves to

be delightful. Tanguy (appearing courtesy of Actors’ Equity Association) carries herself as an able

guide through the time-honored chronicle. Having played this role in the 2009 national tour, she

presents herself as an open, accessible story-teller, making the audience feel like eager children

listening to their favorite yarn. She keeps the spectators’ attention with ease and never lets the

interest wane. Her vocals are clear, bell-like and a beautiful medium to deliver “what happens next” in

the story. She is present in most numbers and shines in them all.

Other enjoyable moments in the show include Levi’s (Zac Hudak) country-inspired One More Angel in

Heaven, the Pharaoh’s (Josh Rhett Noble) Elvis-impersonating rendition of Song of the King,

Reuben’s (Brian Altman) venture into Paris with Those Canaan Days, and Judah’s (Richard Larkin)

cool, reggae party of the Benjamin Calypso.

Although some productions leave it out, Spence has smartly included the Children’s Chorus in

Beck’s rendition of the show. 15 young performers frame the stage for the entirety of the show,

providing back-up vocals and additional stage interaction for the performers. They "do their moms

and dads proud" and are fun to watch in their eagerness and joy.

The orchestra (under musical direction of Larry Goodpaster) plays all of the musical styles with no

problem. The choreography (by Martín Céspedes) is just as broad-ranging as the music, and keeps

the performers ever-moving while entertaining the audience with its youthful vibe. The scenery and

lighting (by Trad A. Burns) are just as “Technicolor” as the coat, easily bringing the stage environment

into every new scene. The sound (by Richard B. Ingraham) captures the nuances of the highs and

lows of the production. Finally, the costumes (by Alison Garrigan) showcase the playfulness of the

many song styles and show colors with a splash of excitement. The catalystic dreamcoat took over

100 hours of hand-stitching and is a credible showpiece in itself.

All-in-all, Beck’s production of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor® Dreamcoat is a fabulous romp

through a traditional tale that will bring many generations together this holiday season. Some have
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called Lloyd Webber’s show “genius” and other’s have called it “children’s fluff”, but no matter what

you personally call it, it’s great way to spend a couple hours of your holiday.

SHOW: 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor® Dreamcoat

WHEN: 

December 3, 2010 – January 2, 2011

LOCATION: 

Beck Center for the Arts 

17801 Detroit Avenue 

Lakewood, Ohio 44107

INFO/TICKETS: 

216-521-2540 or 

www.beckcenter.org

CLICK HERE for Examiner.com’s chat with Narrator, Tricia Tanguy! 

CLICK HERE to subscribe to this Cleveland Performing Arts column.

### 

Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related story or event? If so, contact Cleveland

Performing Arts Examiner, KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch!
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