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A “tale as old as time” comes to Playhouse Square for a limited run this weekend, as Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast” plays the Connor Palace for only

five performances, April 24-26, 2015. There is limited ticket availability.

When a young prince is turned into a horrid Beast by an enchantress, he must learn to love and to be loved in his hideous form before time runs out. In a

twist of events, he takes beautiful villager Belle captive. Belle is swept into a magical world of singing tea cups, dancing flatware, and all of the books she

can ever dream of reading. But can the Beast get her to love him before the village dreamboat, Gaston, turns the town against him?

San Diego native Cameron Bond plays the dashing but self-absorbed Gaston on the tour. Cameron took a few minutes out of his busy tour schedule to

chat with Examiner.com.

Kate Miller: So Cameron – you scored the “Beauty and the Beast” tour! What an amazing opportunity! 

Cameron Bond: It’s one of my favorites. It’s such an honor to be a part of the tour, and tell the story that’s been around for so long. It’s a classic tale but we

also put our own spin on it.

KM: You went to college in Los Angeles for business. How did you go from a business background to doing a national tour? 

CB: I grew up doing theater. I have two older sisters who did theater and our parents put us into it together. When it was time for college, my parents

suggested business because I was unsure about my path, and you can do a lot with that degree. But once I graduated and spent a year in the business

field, I realized that the longer I waited to try and do theater, the harder it would be to break into it. So I quit my day job and started with regional work. I feel

like I’m re-writing my path.

KM: Were your parents in the arts, too? 

CB: My great grandpa was an L.A. movie star, great grandmother was an opera singer. This is going to sound cheesy, but my parents met while working at

Disneyland. She was working as Snow White and he was playing the Prince, so I kind of owe my life to Disney!

KM: So before “Beauty and the Beast” had you worked for Disney before? 

CB: I did a “Tangled” musical workshop. Basically everyone in family has worked for Disney at some point.

KM: How long have you been with this tour? 

CB: The tour started in August with this group, we went out in September, and we’ll be out through May. All except one of us are new to this tour.

KM: Have you traveled much before this? Where are some of the favorite places you’ve been so far? 

CB: Well I studied abroad in college, but never much in the U.S., so this is great. I really liked Seattle, I’ve never been there before. I really liked the weather

actually, and the people were nice, I liked the food, it was good. I also liked Washington D.C. and Chicago. I want to try and live in Chicago or Seattle one
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day.

KM: Tell me a little about your tour rituals – what do you like to do when you first arrive in a new place, etc? 

CB: I live off of Yelp.com! It’s great to find the top places to eat and what to do, that kind of thing. TripAdvisor.com is good for rankings, too.

KM: How big is your touring company? 

CB: With cast, crew and staff we have 60 people that includes 28 cast, 12 crew, 10 orchestra and music director.

KM: Tell me about Gaston! As an actor you have to develop who he is. Is there anything about him you relate to? 

CB: I like laughing and I like to laugh at myself, so I love the comedic moments where he’s self-unaware and clueless about how silly he is. It’s like he’s

oblivious to his own comments, and I try to make him enjoyable and relatable to the audience in Act 1. He’s not aggressive and more goofy, and he’s into

himself but also charming, while the Beast seems to be the bad guy. I want to have the audience on my side. That switches in Act 2 and through the show,

where the Beast becomes more likeable and Gaston changes to be a bit darker.

KM: Why should Clevelanders come out and see “Beauty and the Beast?” Give me your best plug for the show. 

CB: It’s a great night out for all ages – it’s not just a kids’ show. I have non-theater friends in business, and they were leery about seeing it, but they were

really entertained. I always plug it to everyone because there’re big dance numbers, jokes for all ages, and it’s still an intellectual night out for couples.

There’s basically something for everyone.

“Beauty and the Beast” plays the Connor Palace at Playhouse Square for only five performances April 24-26, 2015. Tickets start at $10 at

playhousesquare.org, 216-241-6000 or the Playhouse Square Ticket Office.

For more information on the tour, visit BeautyAndTheBeastOnTour.com.
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