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Happy opening weekend to the cast and crew of "Panache" at Clague Playhouse! Running May 6-29, 2016, it’s sure to be another house-packing

production.

Director Chris Bizub has these insights about this quirky romantic comedy about two people from different backgrounds.

Kate Klotzbach: How did you first get involved with "Panache?" 

Chris Bizub: I've worked at Clague Playhouse twice before as an actor. I played Valere in a production of "The Miser" in 2010, and as Uncle Louie in a

production of "Lost in Yonkers" in 2014. During "Lost in Yonkers," I approached Clague's Board of Directors and let them know I was interested in directing at

Clague. Within a few months they contacted me, and offered me the opportunity to direct “Panache,” which I happily accepted.

KK: What draws you to the script? 

CB: I love this script because, on the surface, it's a comedy about culture clash. Harry and Kathleen come from two vastly different worlds, Harry being a

short order cook who lives on the "wrong side of the tracks," and Kathleen being a wealthy Ambassador's daughter who's never had to work a day in her

life. These two people meet because they both want a vanity license plate that says "Panache."

Over time, these two people start to get to know each other, and they begin to develop a real connection. It's through that connection that we find the real

heart of this show. Harry and Kathleen have both suffered heartbreaking losses in their past, and both have kind of given up because of it. As the two

characters discover this about each other, they find that just being around the other person helps to heal the wounds from their past. Everyone deals with

loss, fear, and depression - but we all must make a choice about whether we let those emotions consume us, or we take a leap of faith and hope for a

better tomorrow. It's a really beautiful message, and I think it'll really resonate with audiences.

KK: How do you play with the small space on the Clague stage? 

CB: Fortunately, this is a very intimate play with only 5 characters. So thankfully, due to having such a tight, focused story, this show as not been difficult at

all to adapt to Clague's small space.
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KK: Tell me a bit about your actors, and how your process has been. 

CB: I am very fortunate to have assembled a cast of very talented actors and actresses who have all created fascinating and layered characters. Brett,

Jenny, Leah and I have worked together before on other productions, so I was already familiar with their talents and what they could bring to their roles.

This is the first time I've worked with Casey and Colin, but they've both been joy to work with, and I'm very impressed with their work.

As for my process, my entire experience with this show and Clague Playhouse has been a smooth one. Everyone has been very receptive to and

supportive of my vision for the production, and I'm very happy with the way it has turned out.

KK: Final plug! Why should people come see this show? 

CB: People should come see this show because it's a very human story that everyone can connect with. It has got everything: laughter, tears, and a vanity

license plate that says "PANCAKE." It's a very entertaining night of theatre, and what more could anyone ask for than that?

"Panache" opens May 6th and runs through May 29th on Thursdays through Saturdays at 8:00 p.m., with Sunday Matinees at 2:00 p.m.

Tickets are on sale at the box office from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays through Saturdays. You can also make your reservations now by visiting

www.clagueplayhouse.org, or by calling 440-331-0403.
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