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Cleveland Public Theatre's Seibert talks 'American Falls'
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“It's about a group of people in a small town who are dealing with the life’s biggest questions,” says Chris Seibert, Cleveland Public Theatre’s Director of

Education. Seibert is speaking about "American Falls", which is running now through December 20 in the James Levin Theatre on the CPT campus.

"American Falls" (AF) asks ancient, unanswerable questions: What is it to live? What becomes of the child on the road to adulthood? What is it like to grow

old? What does it mean to die?

This piece written by Miki Johnson and directed by Raymond Bobgan explores the connections that we have with one another throughout our lives.

Seibert was asked to talk a little bit about her experience.

Kate Miller: Tell me a little bit about your character in AF. 

Chris Seibert: In AF, I play Samantha, one of two characters who are not living at the start of the play. The playwright Miki Johnson describes the places

they both inhabit as, “Nowhere” (for the main character Lisa) and “a different Nowhere” (for Samantha). I believe every living person desires to pass into the

next life resolved, free of regret, and assured that they made a contribution to life. Unfortunately Samantha is not in that place, and her awakening to that

fact is her journey in the play.

KM: How do you relate to Samantha? On the other side of that, how is she different from you? 

CS: I relate to Samantha’s ultimate longing to conquer her inner demons. I also relate to her survivor instinct. I think she does a much better job than me of

outwardly laughing at her failings and the crazy things life threw at her. Her inward pain, I think, is universal.

KM: What will audience members come away with after watching AF? 

CS: There is a monologue in this play that reminds me of my very favorite monologue in "Our Town" by Thornton Wilder. We worked on that play in 2007

(Raymond directed a radical adaptation) and it still stands as one of my most cherished theatre experiences. Wilder described "Our Town" as “A little play

with all the big subjects in it.” This work is much grittier, and obviously more modern, and the characters are much more raw, but I think a similar world view

and catharsis is offered by AF. I think people will walk out with a deep appreciation for the complexities and tiny blessings of life.

KM: So - give your best plug for the show! 

CS: You know when you get that urge in your gut to see a really good, edgy drama; a craving to be told a really good story? And you know how during the

holidays a kind of fluffy joy and formula seem to dominate but somewhere inside you just ache for the flawed and beautifully real? I think "American Falls"

will appeal to people who think and feel like that.

AF also features cast members Dionne Atchison, Darius Stubbs, Adam Seeholzer, Faye Hargate, Anthony Sevier, PJ McCready and Ryan Edlinger.

AF is billed as “A day in the lives of six living people and two dead ones in American Falls, Idaho. From a ghost drinking beer in a lawn chair to a Native

American shoe salesman, the population of American Falls is the product of ‘America’s improbable experiment’...”

The creative and production team includes Raymond Bobgan (Director), Aaron Benson (Scenic Designer), Angelina Herin (Costume Designer), Jakyung

Sean Higgins
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Seo (Lighting Designer) and Sarah Nicholas (Stage Manager).

Tickets for “American Falls” are $12 – $28, and all Thursday and Monday shows are $12. Student and Senior discounts ($3 off) are available for Friday and

Saturday performances.

Tickets and more information is available at www.cptonline.org or by phone at (216) 631-2727 x 501.
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