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Cleveland theater ghost stories- do you believe?! These people do...
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CLEVELAND GHOST STORIES AND SUPERSTITIONS
This is part 2 of the two-part series on Theater Ghost Stories and Superstitions in Cleveland. This spooky segment focuses in
on actual experiences or tales told to our fellow Clevelanders. Enjoy- if you dare!
------------------------------------------------------------------
 
 
BECK CENTER crew member MARK ZACH forwarded these FAIRVIEW HIGH SCHOOL ghost stories. 
“I was Stage Manager for Fairview High School in Fairview Park. In the auditorium there are said to be 2 ghosts. One ghost

was a drama teacher who committed suicide and the other was a worker who fell off scaffolding while the auditorium was being built back in the 20's.

It's said that the drama teacher was a great piano player and played [for rehearsals]. After her death, there have been accounts of hearing piano music

coming from the backstage area where the piano is stationed. At first I didn't believe this, but I pulled a couple of all-nighters to get the set done for Into the

Woods there, and I heard the music. What's interesting was that I heard it three nights in a row, and the music was different every time.

The other ghost was the worker who fell off scaffolding when [the auditorium] was being built. The tale is that up in the catwalks

of the auditorium, a light turns on [by itself]. Well I was pulling another all-nighter (for Hello Dolly), and I was doing the lighting.

While I was up in the catwalks, I heard what sounded like footsteps, and low and behold a light flipped on.”

------------------------------------------------------------

 
Patron ANNA OWEN shared these anecdotes about the HERMIT CLUB.
“The Hermit Club is a really old building, very old. It was moved from its original location- I don't remember from where or when but I think whoever or
whatever inhabits the building didn't like the move. I've been at the Club for several performances, and never felt weirded out. But I've had the lights in the
upstairs bathroom turn out on me when no one was around (the musicians were practicing downstairs); I've had the kitchen door swing backwards and
almost hit me in the nose when no one on the other side; I've tripped over chairs backstage that weren't there before.”
 
------------------------------------------------------------
 
BECK CENTER TECH DIRECTOR JOE CARMOLA shared these yarns about the CANTON PLAYERS GUILD
“They say a ghost roams the halls of the Canton Players Guild. Her name is Elizibeth. Technicians working late are often her victims.
 
The two stories I can actually confirm:
1) I was working late, the stage lights were on and I was painting on stage. I heard a noise in the catwalk and I wondered if anyone else could be around,
but it’s a secured building and few people have keys. As I scope the catwalk thru the stage lights, I look right to left just as my eyes move to the left I see a
shadow move. Towards the stairs there’s only one way down, so I move quickly to find the identity of the mysterious figure... no one was there.

2) (Joe’s favorite) The costumer was working in his shop down in the concrete maze of halls downstairs. The room was set up so there was a mirror that

pointed towards the door so if someone was at the door, the costumer could see any visitors. While standing at his table fixing hems, he looked up to see a

figure in the mirror standing at the door. Doing a double take, the figure was gone. The room is at the corner of two long hallways providing line of sight

down both... no one was there."

 
-------------------------------------------------------------
 
ACTRESS ELIZABETH WARD passed along these stories from her mother, CAROL KRAUSE, about NORTH ROYALTON’S OLD THEATER BUILDING.
“The only theater ghost I have ever met was Annabelle. She lived in North Royalton's old theater building, which was a former Methodist church. I was told
that you knew she was near if you could smell church candles burning (beeswax). When I had smelled candles burning before, I was told that [story] and
simply thought, “Why shouldn't I smell candles? This is a former church.” She also "appeared" one night backstage as we were waiting to go on. There was
a drape that hung over the back entrance to the stage, and on a dead calm night, the drape went straight out 90 degrees! My stage mother for the show
told Annabelle I was a good person and the drape dropped!”
 
----------------------------------------------------------
ABBY Z has been an actress with CHAGRIN VALLEY LITTLE THEATER since she was a kid and has these stories.
“I have no doubt in my mind that place is haunted. I'll just recap a few stories for you... 
 
If you go off stage left, there's a kind of corner backstage. The auditorium is at an angle, and the back wall to the theater is straight. On the right wall, there
is a stairwell that leads to a very old costume room. Only 2 or 3 people can be up there at a time for fear of the roof collapsing. From that direction, people
have seen a white face on the stairs, or they hear very strange noises. 
 
The River Room (the upstairs room where Galas and the Youth Classes are held) is also haunted. The room is lined with pictures, and it's said that some of
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the men come out of the pictures. One of the founders of the theater, who is dead, was spotted walking about this room doing a Gala. 
 
Figures in mirrors and such things have been spotted in the dressing rooms. Mostly the women’s dressing room. Once, I put
my hands to someone's temples, and the lights flickered off, then back on. 
 
But, the most haunted part of the theater, by far, is the back left corner of the auditorium. No light reaches this corner, and it's
ironically right next to the wall of that old room I previously mentioned. People have become almost possessed here. People
have gotten stuck to this wall. You can see sometimes a little girl here and hear her voice. But the most creepy part by far is
‘The House’. If you hold hands with someone else while touching that corner, you can see a house. You enter a room, and the
person beside you sees the exact same thing. It's freaky. I've done it. It's 100% true."
 
------------------------------------------------------------
 
Do YOU believe these creepy tales? Do you have stories of your own? Who knows what else haunts the theaters of Cleveland! If you missed PART ONE
(Theater Superstitions), CLICK HERE TO READ NOW!
 
If you have a performing arts related story that you think would be of interest to our readers, or are you a director or designer who’d like to share your
talents in a profile piece? If so, contact Kate Miller at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com.
 
REMEMBER- keep up to date on local Cleveland performing arts related events, places and people by SUBSCRIBING to this online column! Simply click on
the SUBSCRIBE button at the top of the article to be automatically updated each time a new article is posted.
 
Now go out and support your fellow Cleveland performing arts venues and people!
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After Fighting a Rare Form of Cancer, This Teen Survivor Shares His Rules For Surviving 

By Akron Children's Hospital - At age 12, Codey came to Akron Children's Hospital with back pain. Doctors discovered he had Ewing's

sarcoma, a form of cancer that's very rare in children. Even though he's officially cancer-free, Codey still visits Akron Children's and is
always ha
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