
AXS ENTERTAINMENT / ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT / PERFORMING ARTS

Come Home to Ensemble Theatre
August 21, 2010

6:52 PM MST

As Ensemble Theatre heads into its 31st season, it’s facing many changes. Luckily, the company has a lot of tradition to fall back on. Managing Director

Martin Cosentino and his daughter, Artistic Director Celeste Cosentino, want to keep Ensemble’s mission thriving.

Ensemble has been in residence at The Cleveland Play House (CPH) for the past eight years, and prides itself on doing American plays by American

playwrights. “Presenting these American classic works is a great way to train actors and see them grow as performers,” says Martin. An architect by training,

he is working these days on fund raising and long-range planning. After losing his wife, founding member Lucia Colombi, last year, he is moving forward

with the purpose of keeping her vision going. “I look at what Lucia and her sister [Licia Colombi – who also passed away shortly after Lucia] did. They had

an idea to do the classics … you have to base actors in the classics,” he says.

Celeste spent a few years in New York before returning to help out her family when her mother became ill. Now Ensemble’s Artistic Director, she jumped

back into working with Ensemble, but was by no means was she a stranger to the company. She wanted to continue her mother’s legacy, and bring a fresh

perspective and a new direction to Ensemble Theatre.

“I have MANY memories of the theatre. I have been on stage and back stage since I was a small child. Actors and technicians were my "babysitters" and I

grew with real people creating stories instead of television. There is one memory in particular that has stuck with me through the years. Two very special

people in mine and my mother's life, as well as two very well respected theatre professionals in Cleveland- Reuben and Dorothy Silver. They were cast in

my mother's production of Love Letters by A.R Gurney. I went with my mother to her first rehearsal and read through of the script with them. As the two of

them read through the play for the FIRST time, the actor, Reuben, was brought to tears by the words. We all took part in the character's emotional journey.

All production elements and theatricality aside, we were four people, reading and listening to the character's stories and became emotionally involved as

fellow human beings. After that I was pretty much hooked: Whether it be as a playwright, actor, director, technician, or audience member, I wanted to be

involved in reaching out to people in that way- sharing, understanding, and making people aware of the human condition,” shares Celeste.

The Cosentinos are passionate about moving Lucia’s mission into the future, and that mission says that “Ensemble Theatre is dedicated to the responsible

production of works that celebrate the human spirit drawn from the rich cannon of modern American classics as well as other significant contemporary

plays. Ensemble serves greater Cleveland and the Midwest region by reintroducing the classics, examining them with new eyes, and supporting the

development of new works for the American theater. The theater is committed to non-traditional casting and to providing culturally diverse programming

that speaks to issues of contemporary life. Educational and outreach activities impact youth and under-served populations through resident and touring

performances.” Both Cosentinos are supportive of that mission, and of helping each other achieve that mission for the memory of Lucia. Martin also credits

the 2009-10 Interim Artistic Director, Bernard Canepari, for keeping Ensemble afloat and moving towards these goals. The current staff is looking forward

to taking it many steps further.

Ensemble faces a similar dilemma that many of the resident companies of the CPH face – where do they go and what road do they take next season when

CPH moves downtown to the Allen Theater? Luckily, Martin says that CPH has always been very good to Ensemble and other resident companies, and they

look forward to one more season together. But they must think of the future. Although there is a search underway for a new venue, the questions of ‘how,

where and what kind of funding will be available’ are making the search difficult. “We’re looking at possibly moving back to the Cleveland Heights area,”

says Martin. It’s where the theater was founded, but costs are prohibitive in many of the possible spaces.

There’s also talk about joining resources with other area companies. Although nothing is set in stone, both Martin and Celeste feel that pooling resources is

a good way to keep strong in the present economy. “Cooperation, collaboration, and supporting each other [is a good idea for local theater companies].

Many of the theatre companies I was able to work with in New York share resources, staff, marketing, and talent, among other things, and work together

productively while still remaining individual companies. Being open-minded to sharing the possibility of possibilities,” muses Celeste.

And the possibilities are what Ensemble strives for. According to Martin, they’re looking forward to a new place that’ll allow enough space for performances

and for community outreach. “Education, lectures, humanity and the non-performing part of the arts,” are things that Martin says that Ensemble will aim to

embrace.
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Until the mystery of the location of the 2011-2012 season is solved, the Cosentinos and Artistic Advisor Sarah May are working hard on keeping the spirit of

Ensemble financially afloat. This October 16th, 2010, Ensemble Theatre will be hosting a fall benefit at Nighttown – “the best jazz club in Cleveland”. The

event is open to the public and celebrates Eugene O’Neil’s birthday. Featured musicians will include the Mike Petrone Trio. More information to come!

Also, watch for Ensemble Theatre’s 2010-2011 season: 

DIVIDING THE ESTATE 

By Horton Foote  

Nov. 19th- Dec. 12th 2010  

In the Brooks Theatre at CPH

FREE MAN OF COLOR 

By Charles Smith  

February 10th- 27th 2011  

Location to be Announced

HUCK AND HOLDEN 

By Rajiv Joseph  

May 6th-29th 2011  

In the Studio One at CPH

To find out more about Ensemble Theatre, including ways to volunteer and donate, check them out at: 

Web: www.ensemble-theatre.org  

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/ENSEMBLE-THEATRE/129375417081922?ref=ts

Ensemble Theatre  

(216) 321-2930  

PO Box 181309 Cleveland Hts., OH 44118-1309  

info@ensemble-theatre.org

Performing at the Cleveland Play House 

8500 Euclid Avenue  

Cleveland, OH 44106

And if anyone has a lead on a great new space for after this season, please contact Celeste, Martin or Sarah! Remember, this is the season to “come home

to Ensemble”.

### 

Do you have a Cleveland performing arts related event or story that would be of interest to our readers? If so, contact KATE MILLER at

KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch! 

 

Sponsored Content

The Fight to Beat Cancer: Watch This Teen’s Story 

By Akron Children's Hospital - At age 12, Codey came to Akron Children's Hospital with back pain. Doctors discovered he had Ewing's

sarcoma, a form of cancer that's very rare in children. Even though he's officially cancer-free, Codey still visits Akron Children's and is
always ha
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