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Deadline looms for submissions to CPT's Pandemonium: Transform
June 27, 2015

4:38 PM MST

Do you believe that your artistic voice can TRANSFORM others? If your passion is to reach out to the world through new performance work, then you still

have a few days left to get your idea heard and possibly produced at Cleveland Public Theatre’s (CPT) annual Pandemonium event!

With the deadline of June 30, 2015 looming, CPT’s Associate Artistic Director Beth Wood shares a little bit about what it takes to be a Pandemonium (Pan)

artist, and has some encouraging words for those new to the process.

Kate Miller: Who or what types of acts should consider submitting works for Pan? 

Beth Wood: At Pandemonium, anything goes! With over 20 stages throughout the CPT campus, we feature a wide variety of artistry and aesthetic at

Pandemonium; including short plays, bands, dance, visual art and more. Most performances are 10 minutes or less, but we also accept proposals for

performance installations that perform nonstop for two hours or more. Proposals should be for original work that is inspired by this year’s theme,

“Transformation.”

KM: If someone is thinking about submitting a piece, but is nervous about doing so for the first time, what are some words of encouragement you have for

them? 

BW: Be bold and adventurous, but be true to your own artistry. Familiarize yourself with past Pandemoniums. You can see short videos here at

http://www.cptonline.org/past-pandemoniums. Pandemonium is a great way to get involved at CPT.

KM: Why are new works so important not just Pan but to CPT? 

BW: CPT’s primary artistic programming is developing new plays because we believe that theatre should be in the center of community. We specialize in

developing new plays in new ways and welcome a diverse range of voices and processes from the conventional scripting process to ensemble creations.

Nurturing artist is at the core of this work. At CPT, we are endlessly engaged in innovation/evolution, and new play development exemplifies that.

KM: What are some examples of what CPT considers "adventurous and new" or "outside the box," as is mentioned in the submission guidelines? 

BW: This is always a difficult question to answer in a sentence or two because the answer varies. Sometimes the subject matter is what makes a work

adventurous and new, and sometimes it is the approach to the story is new and innovative. Looking at our 2014-2015 season, some highlights would be

“American Falls” by Miki Johnson, “Fire On The Water,” “Standing On Ceremony,” and “Dontrell, Who Kissed The Sea.”

KM: What will make TRANSFORM special and unique? Different from all Pans of the past? 

BW: The generous work by local artists will be what makes this the best Pandemonium yet! Each Pandemonium is unique because it features unique,

original work by the best artists in Northeast Ohio. I won’t know what will make this Pandemonium the best one yet until I read all of the proposals and

begin curating Pandemonium 2015; TRANSFORM.

So how does one submit a proposal for this year’s Pan? See the guidelines below. The deadline is June 30, 2015. This year’s Pandemonium will be

celebrated on the CPT campus on Saturday, September 12, 2015 beginning at 7:00 p.m. Good luck!
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Pandemonium 2015 - TRANSFORM 

Deadline for submissions is Tuesday, June 30th, 2015.

How Pandemonium Works: 

Each year, Pandemonium is a success due to the generosity of over 200 artists performing throughout the CPT campus, and we are committed to tapping

into Northeast Ohio’s amazing arts community to make this the best Pandemonium to date.

Over 800 guests will be invited to explore the CPT campus and create their own artistic adventure. With more than 60 performances to choose from, a

guest may encounter a band in the balcony, giant puppets outside, an art installation in a hallway, and a 10 minute play in a garage – all in the span of 20

minutes.

Pandemonium is a wonderful opportunity for you to have an artistic platform and showcase your work to over 800 people. It will also give you the chance

to meet and be inspired by the best performing and visual artists in our region.

Pandemonium is a huge production, so there is little technical support from CPT. While each space will have basic lighting and sound systems, it’s more

about the performance and the art than technical spectacle. However, don’t confuse minimalism and resourcefulness with lack of style and quality. Artists

are welcome to make elaborate plans for their space, but they must be ready to implement the plans themselves with little time in the space and technical

support from CPT.

There will be a Stage Manager (if necessary) available for one rehearsal and the event, but it is up to each artist to provide their own artistic collaborators

and produce their individual performance or installation.

Pandemonium performances should be no more than 10-15 minutes in length and involve no more than five artists. Most performances are presented

multiple times throughout the evening. Art installations can range from large to small, depending on the individual needs and space available.

While CPT is not able to pay artists for their participation in Pandemonium, everyone is invited to enjoy the party of the year after their performances. We

provide free food and beverages in the artist greenroom.

Pandemonium is just that – PANDEMONIUM! Flexibility is a must.

Who gets selected: 

Proposals should be bold, inventive, entertaining and thought provoking. At Pandemonium, anything goes, so be creative and let this year’s theme inspire

you!

We look for diversity in our artistic offerings at Pandemonium. Proposals can range from bands, dance companies of all varieties, short plays, art

installations, poetry, performance art, wandering characters, comedians, etc. The sky is the limit, so we encourage you to think outside of the box.

In selecting works for this event CPT will be looking at a number of factors: 

* Has the artist/group demonstrated the ability to produce the proposed work? We want to feel confident that the artist/group has a clear understanding of

what it takes to pull off a show, and they understand how to assess their own capacity. 

* Has the artist demonstrated artistic excellence? While all artistic enterprises require risk and there are no guarantees, it’s important that the artist has

shown an understanding of artistry. This could be demonstrated in a work sample, resume of artist, script of past or current work, or in a project summary. 

* Is the work adventurous and new? CPT has a history of producing work that no one else in town will produce because it is somehow “outside the box.”

The work doesn’t need to be experimental or weird (though that is fine too), but it does need to be entertaining and compelling.

If you would like to be considered for Pandemonium’15, please complete the included application form. SUBMISSION FORM HERE >

http://www.cptonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Cleveland-Public-Theatre-Pandemonium-15-RFP.pdf
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