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One of the largest productions in North America is playing now at Playhouse Square, as Cameron

Mackintosh’s newly reimagined “Phantom of the Opera” spirits its way onto the State Theatre stage

now through July 10, 2016.

Worldwide, over 65,000 performances have been seen by

140 million people in 35 countries and 160 cities in 15

languages and the show has won more than 70 major

theater awards.

Boasting an incredible cast and orchestra of 52, the Andrew

Lloyd Webber classic tale has stunning new scenery, and a

show-stopping chandelier that truly lives up to the hype.

Based on the novel by Gaston Leroux, "The Phantom of the

Opera" tells the story of a Parisian opera house that is

haunted by a masked figure, and of his twisted fixation on

the young ingénue, Christine. But as Christine finds her way

into the spotlight (through the help of her Angel of Music),

she also finds herself in the arms of an old acquaintance – a

dashingly handsome man named Raoul.

With Lloyd Webber’s soaring and catchy pop-rock opera
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tunes intact, the audience will feel the familiar vibe of the

original Broadway production, which is celebrating its 28th

year on the Great White Way. Your favorite songs from

“Think of Me” and “All I Ask of You” to the organ-pounding

title song “Phantom of the Opera” will elicit chills and

nostalgia.

In this national tour, audiences are treated to a new depth and darkness to the set, lights and

costumes. It feels even more majestic and ominous. The colors, the patterns, and the textures all

support the fantastic talent that dons the stage. Stair pop out of walls. Walls turn into caverns. Fire

blazes from the floor.

Unique to Cleveland is our own glittering G.E. Chandelier, which has 6,200 crystals, 68 LED fixtures,

and can weigh up to 32,000lbs when in icy conditions. It is a beautiful sight to behold in front of the

Playhouse Square complex, and it welcomes the “Phantom” production with glitz and glamour.

Although it is smaller in size, the still-large “Phantom” chandelier has many of its own brag points. The

wirelessly controlled beauty is built around a steel frame that houses the mechanical elements,

allowing it to light up, shoot pyro, shake, rattle and explode!

But the excitement doesn’t end at the chandelier. Gargoyles, dungeons, big ballet sequences and

non-stop action give this dark romance a big-budget feel, with universal stories of betrayal, friendship

and love.

With the roles of the Phantom and Christine originated by Michael Crawford and Sarah Brightman,

respectively, it is hard not to compare the current talent to the voices heard on the original

soundtrack that captured millions of hearts. However, the current tour Phantom (Chris Mann) and

Christine (understudy Kaitlyn Davis at the time of review) wonderfully fill those historic shoes with their

own unique energies and voices. Not bad for Mann, who first rose to fame as Christina Aguilera’s

finalist on NBC’s The Voice!

Under the direction of Dale Rieling, the orchestra does a phenomenal job with the sweeping score.

Overall, this evocative story of obsession and music is a treat for all ages, and a timeless tale worth

seeing again.

“The Phantom of the Opera” runs now through July 10, 2016 at the State Theatre at Playhouse

Square. Tickets are $50-$150 and can be purchased by calling 216-241-6000, or visiting

www.playhousesquare.org.
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