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In 2002 a group of friends wanted to perform the musical Falsettos, so they put together a concert production to benefit the AIDS TaskForce of Greater

Cleveland. Later in the summer, this led to a benefit for the Community AIDS Network of Summit County at the Weathervane Playhouse in Akron. And so

began an annual benefit tradition!

In 2003, Jenniver Sparano and Curt Arnold were discussing that the project seemed to be important and worth repeating, so they became producers and

assembled a staging of the musical Forever Plaid, and the rest is history. THIS YEAR they are proud to present the 9th annual benefit show, Gilligan’s Island:

The Musical.

The annual benefit musicals have been: 

2002 FALSETTOS 

2003 FOREVER PLAID 

2004 NUNSENSE A-MEN 

2005 NUNSENSE 2: THE SECOND COMING 

2006 PUMP BOYS & DINETTES 

2007 RUTHLESS! 

2008 SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK LIVE

2009 THE GREAT AMERICAN TRAILER PARK MUSICAL

According to co-producer Jenniver Sparano, each year is different. “Every year, we try to make the production more of an "event" -- so we're hoping that

our raffle will be bigger and better this year, and we've talked about adding an audience sing-a-long as well. As far as other differences... I don't even know

yet! Part of the fun of these productions is that ideas take shape as we're doing it, and we're all a little surprised by the final product!”

This multi-venue and flexible benefit structure gives the staff and cast a lot of opportunity. According to co-producer and director, Curt Arnold, “The style of

our production allows for a limited amount of rehearsals and for the show to be extremely “portable.” The performances are presented as staged readings,

with costumes and a musical combo for accompaniment, but very minimal sets & props, much like a concert. We’ve modeled the productions after similar

events around the country, such as the “Encores” series in New York and the “Reprise” series in Los Angeles, with the focus on the script & songs and the

fantastic performances. In most cases, the actors are not required to memorize lines or songs, and usually carry their scripts onstage.”

Why come see Gilligan’s Island: The Musical? Arnold says “If you haven’t seen one of our benefit productions, you don’t know what you’re missing! You

should come to see some brilliant performances of a funny musical to benefit an incredibly worthy and needful cause—and to have a darn good time while

doing it! What can be better than that?”

So what’s it all about? Come to the show and you’ll go to a deserted, southern island with a group of mismatched characters who are improbably stranded
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together in the presence of some kind of supernatural force that no one really understands!

The most important aspect of this benefit is that it supports an important cause. Last year’s production raised almost $10,000 between the two

performances. All actors, musicians, designers and tech staff donate their time and, in many cases, their equipment so that 100% of the proceeds can go

directly to the charities. Arnold states that "one of the many great things about the money raised is that it doesn’t come with any stipulations. Like most non-

profit service organizations, the AIDS TaskForce of Greater Cleveland and the Community AIDS Network rely upon grants and other private and

governmental support, but those funds are generally earmarked for a very specific purpose. Donations coming from the benefit don’t come with these

restrictions, and can be used in any way necessary, such as buying office supplies or paying the electric bill."

Want to donate? At each performance, additional money is raised through a raffle held at intermission (including a walk-on role in the show!), the staff is

always looking for donations of goods and services from individuals, businesses, community groups and theatres. A fun tradition that was begun a few

years ago involves an autographed costume item from one of the characters- it’s auctioned off after the performance and has become one of the most

popular auction items.

Also, the participating AIDS charities are always looking for financial or time donations. The AIDS TaskForce of Greater Cleveland can be reached at 216-

621-0766 or online at www.aidstaskforce.org. You can contact the Community AIDS Network in Akron at 330-252-1559 or online at

www.communityaidsnetwork.org.

Best yet, COME SEE THE SHOW!

August 23, 2010 at Weathervane Community Playhouse to benefit Community AIDS Network 

and 

August 30, 2010 at Cassidy Theatre to benefit the AIDS Taskforce

The book is by Sherwood Schwartz & Lloyd J. Schwartz, with words and music by Hope Juber & Laurence Juber. The benefit is directed by Curt Arnold and

music directed by Butch Marshall, with choreography by Allison Butler. And the CAST:

There’s Gilligan - Nick Koesters* 

The Skipper, too - Kevin Joseph Kelly 

The Millionaire - Greg Violand* 

And, his Wife - Maryann Nagel* 

The Movie Star - Tricia Bestic* 

The Professor - Brian Bowers 

And Mary Ann - Eileen Burns 

A mysterious supernatural force that no one really understands - Patrick Ciamacco! 

* These * folks appear with permission from Actors' Equity Association

For more information about the benefit or to donate time, money or raffle items, contact Curt Arnold at curtarnold@sbcglobal.net or Jenniver Sparano at

Jenniver_Sparano@keybank.com.

For tickets and information for the Weathervane Playhouse benefit show, visit: 

WEATHERVANE PLAYHOUSE  (benefits the Community AIDS Network of Summit County) 

General Admission Tickets are $20 each  

For tickets, call (330) 836-2626 

Box Office Hours 

Mondays: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Tuesdays through Fridays: 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

For tickets and information for the Cassidy Theatre benefit show, visit: 

The AIDS Task Force of Greater Cleveland online at www.aidstaskforce.org or call 216-621-0766.
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