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Hysterical Mel Brooks hit "The Producers" opens at The Beck Center
July 14, 2010

11:42 PM MST

BECK CENTER FOR THE ARTS PRESENTS
THE PRODUCERS

 
“We got the wrong play. We got the wrong director. We got the wrong actors. Where did we go right?” asks character Max Bialystock, Broadway producer. 
 
Beck Center for the Arts thinks they got it right, though, as they are proud to present the Tony Award-winning "boffo" hit musical, The Producers. The show
will play on the Mackey Main Stage, July 16 through August 22, 2010. Show times are 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 3 p.m. Sundays. And for those of
you not quite in the loop, “boffo” is a term believed to have originated with the Hollywood trade magazine Variety, and in short, it means something’s really,
really good!

The setup - It's 1959, and a new musical by Broadway producer Max Bialystock flops, closing after just one performance. Enter mousy accountant, Leo

Bloom, who discovers that under the right circumstances a producer can actually make more money with a flop than with a hit. Max convinces Leo to enter

a scheme to produce the worst flop ever, Springtime for Hitler: A Gay Romp with Adolf and Eva at Berchtesgarden, and bilk investors to the benefit of Max

and Leo's bank accounts.

Based on the classic Mel Brooks' 1968 cult comedy film, The Producers was a huge hit on Broadway, winning a record 12 Tony Awards. The New York
Times calls The Producers "fast, fierce, shameless, vulgar and altogether blissful." Some sample song titles? "Keep It Gay", "When You've Got It, Flaunt It",
and the ever popular "Springtime for Hitler".  
 
Betsy Kahl plays Ulla Inga Hansen Benson Yansen Tallen Hallen Svaden Swanson "Bloom", a voluptuous secretary/actress with a Swedish accent. WOW!
Getting past the name, she likes that “this character wears slightly more clothes than the last character I played.” Her favorite number? "Springtime for Hitler
- it brings the whole show together. Mary Ann Black did an awesome job bringing some of the best choreography ever to the Beck stage and Kevin
Joseph Kelly [who plays Roger DeBris] tears it up,” says Kahl. 
 
And speaking of KJK, he loves his pretentious, flamboyant director character because “Roger is pure fun and frenetic truth, he just lives who he is to the
fullest and … becomes a hurricane of fabulous.” And fabulousness is entwined into every moment of this show. And apparently even the rehearsal process
has been fabulous! KJK’s favorite story centers around dance rehearsals. The big deal? “Just trying to get me to tap and discover some fun ways for me to
tap off against Churchill, Stalin, and FDR,” recollects Kelly. Now how’s that for a mental picture?
Don’t miss this musical of epic, political and ridiculous proportions! Director Scott Spence has assembled the right show, the right actors and with The
Producers, the Beck Center certainly can’t go wrong!
 
Tickets are $28 for adults, $25 for seniors (65 and older), $17 for students (with valid ID), and $10 for children (12 and under). An additional $3 service fee
per ticket is applied at the time of purchase. Preview night on Thursday, July 15, is $10 with general admission seating. Group discounts are available for
parties of 13 or more.

For tickets, call the Beck Center Box Office at 216-521-2540, or get seats online at http://www.beckcenter.org. Beck Center is located at 17801 Detroit
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Avenue in Lakewood, just ten minutes west of downtown Cleveland. Free onsite parking is available.

Beck Center for the Arts is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization that offers professional Theater Productions, arts education programming in dance, music,

theater, visual arts, early childhood, and creative arts therapies for special needs students, and gallery exhibits featuring regional artists.
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Do you have a Cleveland performing arts related story or event that would be of interest to our readers? If so, contact KATE MILLER at

KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch.
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After Fighting a Rare Form of Cancer, This Teen Survivor Shares His Rules For Surviving 

By Akron Children's Hospital - At age 12, Codey came to Akron Children's Hospital with back pain. Doctors discovered he had Ewing's

sarcoma, a form of cancer that's very rare in children. Even though he's officially cancer-free, Codey still visits Akron Children's and is
always ha
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