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Did you know that there are over 100 northeast Ohio high school and college students that are

STARS? They get to hang out at PlayhouseSquare, and they are the up-and-coming role models

fostered by the staff at this class-act performing arts facility.

Do YOU want to be a one of the STARS? Do you want to experience professional theater for free

while helping others and making friends? PlayhouseSquare is taking applications for its teen

programs at the multi-theater venue. STARS means “Students Take a Role at the Square”, and the

programs now accepting applications are STARS, STAR Leaders, and STAR Reporters.

PlayhouseSquare also has a Teen Advisory Council.

Started nine years ago, the program started with 20-30 young theater lovers and has grown today to

150 students. They come from all over northeast Ohio, some even outside of Cuyahoga county. And

what’s so great about being a member of the STARS?

“The STARS program allows students to be a part of a long history of volunteerism at

PlayhouseSquare. Community volunteerism was, and remains, one of the most important aspects of

who we are as an organization. The students also develop a real sense of community for themselves

– a diverse group of students, our existing red coat volunteers and of course our audiences. And of

STARS interact with PlayhouseSquare ushers.
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course they get to see ALL of the Broadway shows at PlayhouseSquare!” says Colleen Porter,

Director of Community Engagement & Education. She also mentions, “They give us their time,

energy and enthusiasm and we aim to have them leave with an understanding of all that goes into

presenting a performance. The students build communication skills and gain awareness of the variety

of career paths available in the performing arts.”

Here’s what two current members of the STARS program have to say about their experiences.

DAVID GRANT 

Age: 17 

School: Medina High School 

Activities: STARS & Playhouse Square's Teen Council (3 years)

Why he joined: “What better way to combine my passion for theater and helping the community than

to be part of the STARS program? It was one of the best decisions I have made, to be a STAR.

His favorite part: “My favorite part has to be both meeting new people who share the same interests

and seeing all the amazing shows that come through PlayhouseSquare.”

Why it’s important: “I think STARS has helped grow as a person because I get to help others by

ushering, and in turn I get to share in the experience of live theater. STARS has helped me to grow as

a leader… and it has helped me to become more confident as a person. Being a STAR leader has

empowered me to be more of a leader in my school and in the various clubs and organizations [that] I

belong to in my community and Medina High School. I love the STARS program and plan to continue

as long as I can!”

NINA DISALVO

Age: 16 

School: Tallmadge High School 

Activities: STARS (1 year)

Why she joined: “I decided to join STARS because I wanted to get involved with PlayhouseSquare,

participate in an area in theatre in which I did not have much experience, be around people who

shared the same passion as I do (theatre), and to witness and observe some fabulous theatrical

performances.”

Her favorite part: “My favorite part about being a member of the STARS program, if I had to pick just

one, would be being able to work behind the scenes in such an amazing artistic environment, and

being able to watch the shows.”

Why it’s important: “STARS has helped me grow as a person because it has given me the opportunity

to meet new people, to help me become more affable with strangers, and also to connect with



people more quickly. STARS has also helped me grow as a community member because it has

helped me become more comfortable when speaking to a group of people, it has given me a spirit of

voluntarism, and has encouraged me to seek out more ways to promote and participate in the arts -

including in my community.”

If you are a teen or know a teen who’d love to experience free theater while helping others, visit

online at www.playhousesquare.org/teens or get more info by calling 216-348-7909. 

STAR Reporters 

STAR Reporters review KeyBank Broadway Series at PlayhouseSquare performances just like

professional critics. Students selected for this role receive admission to Press Night for all KeyBank

Broadway Series shows and their reviews are posted to a blog. Training is provided. Applicants must

submit a writing sample and be able to meet strict deadlines. Only 10 STAR Reporter roles are

available to teens ages 14-19 who live in Northeast Ohio. Applications are due September 17.

STARS and STAR Leaders 

The STARS volunteer program provides Northeast Ohio high school students with on-the-job training

in customer service and the performing arts combined with an opportunity to give back to the

community. STARS have the choice of ushering at Thursday evening, Saturday evening, Sunday

matinee or Sunday evening KeyBank Broadway Series shows. The STAR Leader program is open to

teens ages 16-19 who have participated in the STARS program for at least one year. Applications are

due September 17. 

###

Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related event or story that would be of interest to the

readers? Contact KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch.

Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner
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