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No Day But Today - LAST WEEKEND FOR RENT AT NWT

AIDS, homelessness, despair… friendship, perseverance, hope… RENT. There is one last weekend to experience the unique musical of this generation at
the Near West Theatre on Bridge Ave. in Cleveland, Ohio.

The “school edition” of the Pulitzer Prize winning RENT packs as powerful a punch as the non-school edition. A cast of 37 (ages 14-19) comes together to
create a family on the stage, and to explore what it means to deal with some rough social issues… issues that daunt even adults.
 
Director/Musical Director Bob Navis had these reflective thoughts about this particular production.
 
“What has inspired me most during the process of putting this show together is the teens themselves- their ideas, their questions, their sense of humor…
their sense of social revolution and their desire to join it... [their desire to] put their personal stamp on change, and refuse the deadening racial and sexist
beliefs and behaviors of the past.”
 
The students put themselves into their performances entirely, with many moments of brilliance. The most stunning moments, however, come when the
entire ensemble is together on the stage. They fill up the theater-in-the-round space and you truly feel like you are part of their family, and you honestly
believe that they love one another, that they are affected by the material, and that their moment of “no day but today” is alive and well and living within the
Near West Theatre. You will laugh… you WILL cry… you will appreciate life that much more after seeing this production.
 
Despite sweltering building temperatures and occasional sound problems, the students show professionalism and dedication to RENT’s message of
moving through impossible times with the help of the people around you. It is an honor to watch and listen to young actors at all stages of their craft, from
those just starting to hone their skills, to those who you can tell are ready for a performing arts career.
 
Adding layers of emotion to this run are the “Portraits of Homelessness” gallery showing in the lobby by Lydia Bailey, and the cast has also interacted with
the homeless men of 2100 Lakeside. In conjunction with the production, the cast has learned about the AIDS Memorial Quilt and have created their own
quilts to honor those they know who have died of AIDS and other diseases. This has all been a valuable layer of understanding in portraying the themes of
the show.
 
RENT features all of the songs we know and love, including “Seasons of Love”, “One Song Glory”, “Take Me or Leave Me”. The story will grab you and make
you realize the importance of each moment in life.
 
Navis says that the reason to see the show is simple, “It's about us. It is the story of all of us, and we're telling it with all the respect and honesty, passion,
beauty and integrity that it deserves. Whether we consciously think of it [or not], every morning we wake up with only this day to live. When we get out of
bed, on some very real levels ‘there is no future, there is no past... no day but today.’ 
 
-Performances take place on the third floor of St. Patrick’s Club Building at the corner of West 38th Street and Bridge Avenue in Ohio City.
 
-Curtain times on Friday and Saturday are at 7:30 pm and Sunday at 3:00 pm (August 6, 7, 8)
 

-Adult tickets are $8 and children, 12 & under, are $6. The Star Seat ticket, which helps NWT fill the gap between the affordable rate it offers
its patrons and the actual cost of the production, is $20 and includes a concession coupon.  Tickets are available by calling (216) 961-6391 or

can be ordered online at www.nearwesttheatre.org.
 
 
###
Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related story that would be of interest to our readers? If so, contact KATE MILLER at
KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch!
 
Also, remember to SUBSCRIBE to this column!
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This 16 Year Old Shares His Rules For Beating Cancer 
By Akron Children's Hospital - At age 12, Codey came to Akron Children's Hospital with back pain. Doctors discovered he had Ewing's

sarcoma, a form of cancer that's very rare in children. Even though he's officially cancer-free, Codey still visits Akron Children's and is
always ha

Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner

http://www.examiner.com/performing-arts-in-cleveland/kate-klotzbach
http://www.examiner.com/performing-arts-in-cleveland/kate-klotzbach

