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The Blue Man Group (BMG) invades Cleveland, OH on Tuesday, October 5, 2010. According to their

press release, “Blue Man Group is best known for its widely popular theatrical shows and concerts

that combine music, comedy and multimedia theatrics to produce a totally unique form of

entertainment. The blissful party atmosphere created at the live events has become the trademark of

a Blue Man Group experience.”

The group has been all over the world and can currently be seen on this tour, as well as in cities such

as New York, Boston, Chicago, Las Vegas, Orlando, Berlin and Tokyo. They’re even working on an

upcoming IMAX film feature that’s due out in 2011.

But what’s it like actually BEING a one of the Blue Men? Blue Man KALEN ALLMANDINGER tells us a

little about what it’s like to be Blue. Allmandinger studied acting at Chicago College of Performing
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Arts, and worked in the city with Lookingglass, About Face, and Chicago Shakespeare theater

companies.

Kate Miller: So Kalen, where are you originally from? 

Kalen Allmandinger: I’m from Iowa, on the eastern border, on the banks of the Mississippi.

KM: And what year did you join Blue Man Group? 

KA: 2000.

KM: What was the audition like? I can imagine it was wild! 

KA: The audition was a bit wild. It starts with ascertaining drumming skills and then moves on to

acting. We like to see how one’s own personality informs elements of the character.

KM: What do you have to do to keep yourself physically and mentally in shape for the tour? 

KA: It helps to keep active outside of the show. It is fairly physically demanding, so it can be jarring on

the body and even dangerous if you go into a show without warming up. I find that if I’m not in a good

place mentally, if I’ve had a bad day, or just can’t seem to focus, doing the show and inhabiting the

character always seems to get me right. It can be cathartic. The physical exertion may have

something to do with that, as well.

KM: What kind of training is needed for the future Blue Men of the world? 

KA: It’s hard to say because we have fascinating and dynamic performers who come from all different

walks of life and disciplines. Of course you need to be musical and be able to play drums, but I’ve

seen people pick that up quickly. What you really need to bring is good listening skills, a willingness

to collaborate, and a sense of play.

KM: What do you like best about touring with BMG? 

KA: I love traveling and experiencing new places. I’ve been to most of the cities that this current tour

is visiting before, but some of them for only an afternoon while I was doing Blue Man Group’s

Complex Tour in 2003. I’m excited to be spending days and sometimes weeks in them this time

around, to really be able to see more of what they have to offer.

KM: Have you been to Cleveland before? What aspects of the city are you excited about checking

out while you're here? 

KA: I’m looking forward to meeting locals and finding out from them where they like to go and what

they like to do. That always seems like a good way to find the really cool stuff. Also, I’ve never been

to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, so I’m going to check that out while we’re there.

KM: Tell us a little bit about the process of getting into your blue paint before a show - prep time, what

goes into it, etc. 

KA: We have these secret machines that we step into and then our wardrobe technician adjusts

levers and opens valves and when we step out we have this sort of bio adhesive clinging to our

heads and feeding off of our brain activity, expanding, contracting, and moving with us… if only that



were true. It just sounds so much more exciting than waiting for glue to dry.

--------------------------------------

According to media information on BMG, the Blue Man as a combination of hero and trickster, clown

and scientist, innocent and super hero… a singular being, and sometimes referred to in the plural.

Get ready, Cleveland – they’re bringing their rhythmic mischief to the PlayhouseSquare stage this

month! The Blue Man Group plays October 5 – October 17, 2010 on the Palace Theatre stage of

PlayhouseSquare. For tickets and other information, visit PlayhouseSquare at

www.playhousesquare.org.

Find Blue Man Group on the web at: 

Official Website-

http://www.blueman.com/

YouTube-

http://www.youtube.com/officialbluemangroup

Facebook-

http://www.facebook.com/bluemangroup?v=app_7146470109

###

Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related story or event that you think would be of

interest to our readers? If so, contact KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your

pitch!

Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner

http://www.playhousesquare.org/
http://www.blueman.com/
http://www.youtube.com/officialbluemangroup
http://www.facebook.com/bluemangroup?v=app_7146470109
mailto:KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com
http://www.examiner.com/performing-arts-in-cleveland/kate-klotzbach
http://www.examiner.com/performing-arts-in-cleveland/kate-klotzbach


© 2006-2015 AXS Digital Group LLC d/b/a Examiner.com


