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29-year-old Katelyn Cornelius knows her stuff. As an actress and the Director of Education and Outreach at Talespinner Children’s Theatre (TCT), this red-

haired pirate (see pictures) has captured hearts of all ages in the Cleveland area.

Born in Cleveland, her family moved to upstate New York when she was very young. Watkins Glen became her home, and the place where she learned to

love theater.

“I was always very interested in theater. My father was always very involved in theater in the area, and I would go to rehearsals with him. I was fascinated

and taken by the whole thing. I knew that was the world I wanted to live in, so I always have pursued it,” she says, drinking an iced black coffee.

Cornelius (who’s never NOT lived by a body of water) says her life has also always been shaped by food. Growing up in a chef’s household with her

parents and two brothers, she’s always been a fan of her dad’s culinary skills, and worked in the restaurant industry.

Check out her dad's latest offerings HERE, at Chef William Creations!

“Food brings people together,” she says. But it wasn’t until recently that she really found that she, herself, had a flair for cooking. “I make a mean pad thai.”
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But it was her passion for the arts that brought her back to the area. She returned to Cleveland in 2006 for college and stayed. The Cleveland State

University (CSU) graduate took her Theatre degree and began working in the local arts community.

As an Actor Teacher with Great Lakes Theater, Cornelius got solid Shakespeare training, but also gained experience in the vocabulary of the “proper way

to do things” in a classroom.

“It taught me how to get active [with students], to diffuse, to encourage,” she says. It helped her build a successful way to communicate with children, as the

position took her all over Northeast Ohio, teaching in all kinds of schools, working with kids from kindergarten all the way up to 12th grade.

Also in Cornelius’ repertoire is a flair for movement. At CSU, she took some dance classes and was trained in movement through her acting courses. She’s

taken this training and earned the position of Movement Director on several TCT shows. Since many of the shows are cultural-based, she finds herself

researching folk dances and steps from many places around the world.

As a Movement Director, “I research the background of the show, read the script and talk with the show director to make sure we have similar visions. Then

we listen to a lot of music and try to find the spirit and the emotion of the piece,” Cornelius explains.

Now she’s taking on role that’s a new challenge for her – Director of Education and Outreach for TCT. “I’m a boss!” she says laughing. It is with great

humility and openness that she approaches this new venture, as she admits to not being used to being behind a computer.

“The challenges are enjoyable and I’ve realized that I’m a salesperson for theater! I’m learning the parts of it that I didn’t know,” Cornelius says. This TCT

actor, who became a teacher and Movement Director is now helping with the financial, logistical, marketing and personnel aspects of the theater… all while

bringing in and educating the “wee ones” in the community.

“I’m used to a classroom setting, so helping to create lesson plans and class structure is familiar to me,” she notes. She also stresses that her new position

has been received with nothing but support from the TCT Board, staff and her colleagues.

Courses for children at TCT begin Saturday, September 12, 2015. Eight-week sessions run for students ages three to fourteen years old, and all educational

opportunities (and registration) can be found by clicking HERE.

But that’s not all that’s happening at TCT! The annual Harlequinade benefit for the theater is being held on October 17 and 18, and the opening of their

upcoming show, Finn McCool (a Tale of Irish Mythology), opens on Saturday, September 19. For information on these events, CLICK HERE.

The Lakewood resident now shares her adventures with “two bad kitties” and is looking forward to what’s ahead for her. While trying out new recipes in her

kitchen, she’s moving full force in the community spreading her love of the arts to those who are both young and young-at-heart.

###

http://www.examiner.com/sponsored?prx_t=ijYCAXnMHAWCILA&ntv_fr
http://www.examiner.com/sponsored?prx_t=ijYCAXnMHAWCILA&ntv_fr
http://www.examiner.com/sponsored?prx_t=ijYCAXnMHAWCILA&ntv_fr
http://www.examiner.com/article/performing-arts-profile-meet-designer-jasen-smith
http://www.examiner.com/article/performing-arts-profile-meet-singer-songwriter-diana-tyler
http://www.csuohio.edu/theatre
http://www.greatlakestheater.org/
http://www.talespinnerchildrenstheatre.org/
http://www.talespinnerchildrenstheatre.org/


Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner

http://www.examiner.com/performing-arts-in-cleveland/kate-klotzbach
http://www.examiner.com/performing-arts-in-cleveland/kate-klotzbach


© 2006-2015 AXS Digital Group LLC d/b/a Examiner.com


