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If you only see ONE theater production in Cleveland this summer, see Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street at Cain Park! Running through

June 27th, 2010 in the Alma Theater, this production features smart staging, awesome effects, and a cast that will blow you away.

While this production is directed by Paul Gurgol and musical direction by Jodie Ricci, Sweeney originally opened on Broadway in 1979 and ran for 557

performances. This musical thriller, with music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim and book by Hugh Wheeler, follows title character Sweeney Todd on a

journey of revenge against the people who destroyed his life.

After being sent away for a crime he did not commit, Benjamin Barker returns to the city of London and takes the name of Sweeney Todd (played by

Benjamin Czarnota). While plotting against corrupt Judge Turpin (Nick Koesters) and The Beadle (Bob Russell), he sets up a barber shop to hatch his plan

above the pie shop of Mrs. Lovett (Patty Lohr), and the city starts to bleed. Unintentionally weaved into the plan are Sweeney’s long-lost daughter Johanna

(Valerie Reaper), his former shipmate and friend Anthony (Chris McCarrell), a young pie shop assistant named Toby (Max Joseph), and a mysterious Beggar

Woman (Amiee Collier). And how does Sweeney's barber chair make the pie shop more profitable in all of this? Let's just say the answer may be deliciously

hard for the audience to swallow!

The music of Sondheim is not easy, but the cast powers through it with confidence and passion. “The Ballad of Sweeney Todd” is sung so fully and rich that

the opening number will give you goose bumps. Benjamin Czarnota is a frightful and compelling Sweeney Todd, soaring through each number – “My

Friends” and the duet "Pretty Women" with Judge Turpin (Koesters) were especially memorable. Patty Lohr’s versions of “Wait” and “By the Sea” are quirky

and on-character. Both Chris McCarrell and Valerie Reaper hit their marks as young lovers in their charming rendition of “Kiss Me”. And although the

character of Pirelli is not one of my favorites, I was both surprised and delighted by John Paul Boukis’ performance of “The Contest”. All cast members

(whether principle or ensemble) shined vocally. This is truly a talented group.

The production staff did a great job with all technical aspects of the show. Costume designer Terry Pieritz, dialect coach Beth McGee, set/lighting designer

Russ Borski, and sound designer Richard Ingraham all took us to London and kept us in the magic of the show.

Cain Park’s production of Sweeney Todd is definitely a “cut” above. The show runs through June 27th, 2010.

For information on Sweeney Todd or more on Cain Park, visit www.cainpark.com or call 216-371-3000. 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

Do you have a performing arts related story that would be of interest to our readers? If so, contact Kate Miller at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com.
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