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The Cleveland Classical Guitar Society just recently announced its 2010-2011 season, and society

president, Erik Mann, wants you to know about this 8 year old organization.

Kate Miller: How long has the Cleveland Classical Guitar Society (CCGS) been around? 

Erik Mann: The CCGS has been around since 2002. Our board consists entirely of volunteers who

organize and promote events simply for the love of the classical guitar. There is no membership, and

there are no dues. We invite those who love classical guitar music to join our email list, which they

can do by emailing me at info@clevelandclassicalguitar.org, and of course we encourage them to

come to our events! We have a few events which are primarily of interest to guitarists- this season.

Those include 2 open recitals (opportunities for classical guitarists of all levels to perform) and 2

master classes with professional guitarists. Our concerts are the biggest draw though, and we

encourage anyone who loves music to come! There is no admission charge, and we help to keep the

series running by accepting free-will offerings.

KM: Tell me about the upcoming season. 

EM: We open this season with our Showcase Concert, featuring 4 different guitarists- Jason Vieaux,

Stephen Aron, Robert Gruca, and Francois Fowler. They head the guitar departments at the

Cleveland Institute of Music, Oberlin Conservatory, the University of Akron, and Youngstown State

University. They each have recorded multiple CDs and tour nationally and internationally. The season
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will continue with solo concerts by Colin Davin, Robert Sharpe, and Ronald Pearl. We are also very

excited about our first collaboration with the Cleveland Composers Guild. This concert, called Guitar

Plus, will feature new works by Cleveland-area composers that include the guitar, both solo and in

combination with other instruments or voice.

KM: What is your official role with CCGS? 

EM: I am now beginning my 2nd season as president, a position I accepted in May of 2009. Like all of

the board members, I am a volunteer. I am involved with organizing board meetings, planning events,

booking artists, etc, although I owe a lot of credit to the rest of the board and other volunteers who

help out with these tasks. Lately I have also been involved in working to establish the Cleveland

Classical Guitar Society as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. Looking back over the past 16 months

however, I am proud to say that we have accomplished a lot- our email list has grown by over 70%,

we have a new Facebook page, are now incorporated, and began our first full concert series just last

season, which will feature even more spectacular artists this season. But most of all, I am pleased to

see increased audience numbers and a rapidly growing interest in the classical guitar. The Cleveland

Classical Guitar Society has shown that an organization can grow even in an economic downturn. My

goal for the coming season- to see our numbers increase even more than they did in the last season!

KM: When did you start playing? Why do you like to do it? 

EM: I began playing rock guitar as a teenager and later tried several other musical styles, including

classical. The teacher that I give the most credit to for having most inspired me to specialize in

classical music is Ronald Pearl, and so it is a very special treat to have him come from Baltimore to

perform and give a master class for us this season. I did my masters degree at the Cleveland Institute

of Music, where I studied with Jason Vieaux, who was a phenomenal teacher and mentor to me. He

has taken time out of his busy schedule touring internationally to perform for our Showcase Concert

and to give a master class for us as well. I love the classical guitar because of its seemingly infinite

shades of expression and ability to work well both solo and in combination with a wide variety of

other instruments. The classical guitar has made a lot of headway with audiences over the last

century. Most people, upon hearing a truly great classical guitarist for the first time, are immediately

hooked. I believe it is the instrument of the future!

The Cleveland Classical Guitar Society will present 6 concerts in 2010-2011. All shows will be on

Sundays at 2:00.  

- CCGS Showcase Concert - September 26, 2010 (Jason Vieaux, Stephen Aron, François Fowler

Robert Gruca) 

- Solo concert - Colin Davin October 17, 2010 

- Solo concert - Robert Sharpe January 30, 2011 

- Guitar Plus - Cleveland Composers Guild (a first collaborative effort), February 20, 2011 

- Solo concert - Ronald Pearl March 13, 2011 

- Cleveland Institute of Music Guitar Studio Concert - April 10, 2011
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Find more information on the CCGS at www.clevelandclassicalguitar.org.  

You can also find them on Facebook at CLICK HERE  

###

Do you have a Cleveland area performing arts related story or event? If so, contact KATE MILLER at

KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch! 
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