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This year, the Beck Center for the Arts is giving the Cleveland area the gift of “Annie”, one of the

world's best-loved musicals, now through January 6, 2013 on the Mackey Main Stage.
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“Annie” is the touching story of a spunky Depression-era orphan determined to find her parents who

abandoned her on the doorstep of a New York City orphanage run by the embittered Miss Hannigan.

In adventure after fun-filled adventure, Annie foils Hannigan’s evil schemes and finds a new home in

the mansion of Oliver “Daddy” Warbucks.

Director Scott Spence (Beck Center Artistic Director) manages to capture the heart of the audience

by casting an irresistibly cute corps of adorable orphans. Firecracker Anna Barret is a spunky Annie,

lighting up the stage with her red hair and optimistic energy. Little Giovanna A. Layne is often a scene

stealer as the precocious little Molly (it’s the pigtails). Elise Pakiela, Jade McGee, Maggie Devine,

Erin Eisner and Natalie Welch round out the energetic orphan ensemble. These girls truly entertain

in their big numbers, which include “Hard Knock Life” and “Fully Dressed”.

Lenne Snively is a delightfully bitter Miss Hannigan. Her voice is powerful and her character is as

grumpy and crusty as it is amusing. Even more humorous is watching the hoard of “little girls” get the

best of her… over and over again.

Special mention goes to Matthew Ryan Thompson, whose Rooster Hannigan character is so

excellently slimy, that you can’t help but sort of cheer for him while simultaneously hoping that he and

his cohort Lily St. Regis (played by Molly Huey) get what’s coming to them. Their “East Street” number

is truly exciting to experience. Although there is a bit of an age difference between the Hannigans as

a brother-sister pair, the Hannigan-St. Regis trio works really well together.

“Annie” also features Caitlin Elizabeth Reilly as the faithful Grace Farrell, Gilgamesh Taggett as

bullish billionaire Oliver Warbucks, and Leslie Feagan as Franklin Delano Roosevelt; as well as a

talented ensemble of 26 area actors who share this story of hope for the holidays.

Topping off the "awww" factor - the cameo appearance of Buckley Collier as Annie's fluffy and faithful

dog Sandy. Buckley even has his own bio in the program.

“I am thrilled to be directing one of Broadway's ‘perfect musicals.’ Celebrating its 35th anniversary this

year, ‘Annie’ has become a story we all love to see and hear over and over again.” said Spence. “But I

think the greatest thrill is for young audiences. This is a classic musical for families to experience

together and introduce theater to the next generation of arts lovers.”

Featuring songs like “Tomorrow”, “Maybe”, “N.Y.C.” and “Little Girls”, the production is led musically by

Larry Goodpaster. Martín Céspedes’ choreography is just right for both the adults and the orphans.

Trad A. Burns’ set and lights do a fine job of transporting us to the Depression-era story. Karen

Ziegler’s costumes give a good sense of the haves and have-nots of the time. Richard Ingraham’s

sound does the job of keeping everyone heard and ambianced.

Overall, “Annie” is a touching, family-friendly option for all ages. With topics that range from the

economics of the Depression to political policy, “Annie” mixes seemingly timely topics with the heart
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of optimism and strength of family. This holiday treat is definitely sweet enough for everyone!

Purchase tickets online or get more information by visiting www.beckcenter.org, or call Customer

Services at 216.521.2540, ext. 10. Beck Center for the Arts is located at 17801 Detroit Avenue in

Lakewood, just ten minutes west of downtown Cleveland. Free onsite parking is available.

Show times are 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2:30 p.m. Sundays. Please note early curtain

times. There are additional 2:30 p.m. matinee performances on Saturdays, December 15 and 29 (no

evening performance on 12/29) and January 5 with special 7:30 p.m. Thursday shows on December

20 and 27. Tickets are now on sale and matinee performances are selling fast.

### 

Do you have a Cleveland area related performing arts story? If so, contact Kate Miller at

KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com. For consideration, please introduce yourself before launching your

pitch or forwarding your release.

Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner
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