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Zombies Invade Shakespeare at CPH... sort of
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William Shakespeare’s Land of the Dead by John Heimbuch is described as, “a true and accurate

account of the 1599 zombie plague.” This comes from director Dusten Welch, someone who’s only

recently taken up with zombies.

The show is being presented as a fundraiser to benefit Cleveland Shakespeare Festival‘s 2011 FREE

Summer Season of Othello and Love‘s Labours Lost. William Shakespeare’s Land of the Dead

(WSLOD) runs in the Brooks Theater of the Cleveland Play House the weekends of October 15th, 16th,

and 17th, and October 29th, 30th, and 31st. 

When asked why Welch likes the piece, he responded, “This play is a comic and creative

masterpiece. It gives fairly accurate depictions based on what we know of so many historic figures

from Shakespeare and Richard Burbage, to Sir Francis Bacon and Queen Elizabeth Tudor. The story

opens after the inauguration of William Shakespeare’s new play Henry V and incorporates the age-

old debate of Shakespeare’s authorship. The chaotic events onstage cause the characters not to

notice the havoc being wrecked outside, and just when the day couldn’t get any worse zombies burst

through door 'bringing ferocity and death, though not in that order.' It’s been an absolute blast to be a

part of this production for the second year in a row. The story is just fantastic, all the actors are

talented and fun, and all the proceeds are going to a great cause: bringing FREE Shakespeare to the

Cleveland Shakespeare Festival
Cleveland Shakespeare Festival
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community for anyone and everyone.” 

Welch started directing while he was in college, but his “professional debut” came last year, with his

first installment of WSLOD. “It was such a rewarding experience for everyone really, that we decided

to put the show up again. Besides directing my passions include teaching, stage combat and acting.

In fact most of my acting roles have been Shakespearean, and I've wanted to direct a Shakespeare

show since I started acting in them. I just never thought that when I'd first get the chance to do so, it

would also include zombies,” he says.

And now for the longstanding zombie argument that has plagued the ages: does Welch fall on the

side of “fast” zombies or “slow” zombies? “Before I was asked to direct the regional and Ohio premier

of this show last year, I had almost no knowledge of zombies. It wasn’t that I disliked them, and

(forgive the pun), I just hadn’t been bitten by the zombie phenomenon. So I knew that was a weak

point I had to strengthen before directing a show like this. So I gathered a few a friends and we all

watched so many zombie movies I don't think I had a dream that didn't end with a zombie

apocalypse. I must say the zombie movie that probably gave me the most influence over this show, is

Shaun of the Dead. No matter how many times I watch that movie I can‘t stop laughing. And to

answer your question- I believe the zombies in that movie are slower but abundant and I think it

makes for good humorous entertainment!” Welch seems like he’s hooked.

So what can audiences expect from this production? “What good story wouldn't include a little a bit of

all emotions, and a zombie or two, too?” muses Welch. He says that whether you’re a fan of

Shakespeare or zombies (or neither!), this play will hit the mark for ideal entertainment. Not wanting to

alienate any audience member is important to this production. One of Welch’s goals “is to help

introduce zombie fans to Shakespeare and Shakespeare enthusiasts to zombies -- I mean introduce

them to zombie tales. This show welcomes everyone and gives them something to enjoy and laugh

at - with maybe a few startling moments to keep you on the edge.” 

So if zombies invaded Welch’s home, how would he defend himself (given his new zombie

knowledge)? “I’d probably grab the barbell from my weight set and keep a small weight on one side

to make sort of a club devise. I think that might work well for bashing zombie heads, and I’d also

finally be putting that birthday present to use,” he says.

Again, William Shakespeare’s Land of the Dead runs the weekends of October 15th, 16th, and 17th,

and October 29th, 30th, and 31st (8pm Fridays/Saturdays, 3pm Sundays) at the Brooks Theater in the

Cleveland Play House. Tickets are $12, with $10 prices for students and seniors. For more information
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or to reserve tickets email tickets@cleveshakes.org. Tickets may also be purchased at the door.

The Cleveland Play House (Brooks Theater) 

8500 Euclid Ave. 

Cleveland, OH 44106 

Parking is $8.00 in the Cleveland Play House lot.

###

Do you have a Cleveland performing arts related event or story that would be of interest to our

readers? If so, contact KATE MILLER at KateMillerExaminer@yahoo.com with your pitch! As always,

you can keep up on this column by subscribing at the top of the page!

Kate Klotzbach
Cleveland Performing Arts Examiner
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